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Are  you  getting 

into  throwaway 

pantees? 


il  WSPINSARY 


More  people  than  ever  will 
be  getting  into  Undercover 
throwaway  pantees  during 
1976  and  our  consumer 
advertising  campaign 
throughout  the  summer  will 
convince  you  of  its  growing 
success. 

The  attractive,  easy-on- 
the-shelf  pack  contains  four 


well-styled  comfortable 
pantees  specially  designed 
for  menstrual  time  and  perfect 
for  holidays. 

Make  sure  of  your  share  of 
this  fast  growing  market  by 
contacting  your 
local  wholesaler 
or  direct  from  the 
manufacturers. 


Undercover  Products 
(International)  Ltd 
Queensway  Industrial  Estate 
Wrexham.  N.  Wales 
Tel:  (0978)  53535/6 


Undercover 

Throwaway  Pantees 


Wear  today  -  gone  tomorrow. 


Some  of  our  wholesalers  '■- 

Benwall  Enterprises  Ltd. 
Cory  Brothers  &  Co.  Ltd. 
Dolphin  Mundav  Sundries  Ltd. 
D  R.  Crosskiil  &  Sons  Ltd. 
Eastern  Wholesale  Chemists  Ltd. 
James  Hardcastle  &  Co.  Ltd. 
HB.DorlingLtd. 
Hugh  Reynolds  Ltd. 
L  Rowland  &  Co.  Ltd. 
Sangers  Ltd. 
A.V  Sorge  Ltd. 
Unichem  Ltd. 

Vestric  Ltd.  (selected  branches) 

Wholesale  Sundries  (Cheshire)  Ltd. 

FWidocks&Co.Ltd. 

Available  in  medium  and  large  sizes. 

Also  Undercover  for  men. 
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Comment 


Union  appeal 


We  should  soon  know  just  how  much  appeal  trade 
unionism  has  for  the  employee  pharmacist. 

An  approach  of  the  professional  standard  one  would 
expect  from  a  well-organised  union  has  just  been  made 
to  Boots'  pharmacists  by  the  embryo  general  practice 
pharmacy  section  of  the  Association  of  Scientific, 
Technical  and  Managerial  Staffs  (p476).  It  offers  much, 
and  sets  out  its  stall  well  in  the  form  of  a  brochure 
and  a  friendly  covering  letter  from  Mr  Stanley  Blum. 

With  a  "canvas"  list  of  the  order  of  2,000  the 
approach,  if  indeed  it  has  appeal,  might  be  expected 
to  bring  forth  a  level  of  membership  which  ASTMS 
would  be  proud  to  declare.  Silence  on  numbers,  we 
believe,  must  indicate  failure. 

From  a  committed  trade  unionist's  point  of  view,  the 
multiple  employee  is  not  only  ripe  for  unionisation,  he 
positively  needs  such  an  organisation  to  act  on  his 
behalf  and  in  his  interest.  But  does  he?  Boots  and  other 
multiple  employees  are,  in  our  experience,  often  as 
fiercely  "independent"  as  their  private  practice 
colleagues.  Support  from  head  office,  yes;  interference 
from  there  or  elsewhere,  no! 

And  generally  that  independence  is  shown  in  a  will 
to  climb  the  company  ladder  by  demonstration  of 
greater  ability  than  the  next  man  or  woman,  or  by 
running  a  pharmacy  as  individualistically  as  possible 
within  the  overall  company  policy.  If  policies  are  not 
liked,  the  remedy  is  often  to  change  companies  or 
go  "private". 

Scepticism  from  within 

Even  Boots'  own  internal  pharmacists'  organisation 
meets  this  scepticism  from  potential  members,  though 
it  appears  to  have  made  considerable  progress  in 
recruitment  recently.  Certainly  it  does  not  offer  the 
collective  bargaining  that  ASTMS  proposes,  but  we 
suspect  that  for  many  multiple  employees  the 
"collective"  element  in  their  make-up  ends  at  the 
company  provision  of  employment  and  salary. 

In  its  brochure,  ASTMS  hints  that  it  could  do  for 
Boots  pharmacists  what  it  has  done  for  those  in  the 
hospital  service.  It  even  goes  so  far  as  to  suggest  that 
Boots  have  already  had  to  follow  the  hospital  trend  in 
terms  of  salaries.  Perhaps  so.  Perhaps  ASTMS  can 
force  all  employers  of  pharmacists  up  to  those  levels; 
perhaps  it  can  also  accept  the  loss  of  job  opportunities 
as  more  pharmacies  become  uneconomic  as  a  result. 

But  even  more  significant  may  be  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  ASTMS  pharmacy  leadership  is  on  record  as 
being  in  favour  of  a  State-controlled  service.  Can 
that  be  in  the  interests  of  Boots'  employees? 
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ASTM  S  pushes  for  Boots 
pharmacist  members 


Pharmacist  managers  of  Boots  branches 
are  currently  receiving  a  letter  and  bro- 
chure from  the  General  Practice  Pharmacy 
Section  of  the  Association  of  Scientific, 
Technical  Managerial  Staffs,  exhorting 
them  to  join,  and  suggesting  that  only  "a 
powerful  modern  effective  trade  union" 
could  adequately  provide  negotiating 
machinery  on  their  behalf. 

The  letter,  date  March,  1976,  and  signed 
by  Mr  S.  Blum,  secretary  of  the  Section, 
starts  "Dear  colleagues"  and  continues : 
"We  enclose  a  booklet  specially  prepared 
for  you  by  the  General  Practice  Phar- 
macy Section  of  ASTMS  because  we 
know  that  you,  as  a  pharmacist  employee 
of  the  largest  multiple  pharmacy  business 
in  the  country,  have  in  addition  to  the 
many  problems  facing  all  pharmacists 
today,  special  problems  of  your  own,  not 
least  of  which  is  the  threat  posed  by  the 
draft  EEC  Directives  on  "one  man — one 
shop". 

"Equally,  we  appreciate  that  your 
position  within  a  company  which  con- 
tinues to  expand  into  superstores  and  in 
particular  tends  to  increase  its  accent  on 
more  effective  marketing,  exemplified  by 
operation  'Trent'  will  require  the  sup- 
port and  protection  which  only  ASTMS, 
the  'professionals  union !  can  give. 

"Last  but  not  least,  ASTMS  can  give 
you  all  the  benefits  of  its  experience  in 
organised  collective  bargaining  on  your 
behalf,  within  the  Boots  organisation.  If 
it's  job  security  and  career  advancement 
which  you  seek,  then  membership  of 
ASTMS /GPP  is  a  must  for  you!  I  look 
forward  to  receiving  your  completed 
application  form  and  welcoming  you  into 
membership." 

'Organise  your  life' 

The  brochure,  entitled  "Boots  pharma- 
cists— Don't  be  left  behind",  has  text 
under  two  headings — "Organise  your  life" 
and  "What  does  ASTMS  offer?"  Under 
the  former,  the  text  states: 
"Boots  pharmacists,  as  employees  of  a 
large  company,  stand  to  gain  much  from 
membership  of  ASTMS.  ASTMS  repre- 
sents pharmacists  in  all  sections  of 
pharmacy  and  it  is  from  this  fact  that 
ASTMS  draws  its  appeal  and  strength. 
ASTMS  offers  strong  representation  in 
the  economic  affairs  of  the  profession. 

"In  the  current  economic  climate  and 
against  the  background  of  much  new 
legislation  and,  of  course,  the  various  EEC 
regulations,  it  is  no  longer  adequate  that 
pharmacists  employed  by  Boots  or  for 
that  matter  the  other  multiples  should 
have  no  say  in  the  determination  of  their 
remuneration  and  terms  and  conditions  of 
service,  to  say  nothing  of  their  inability 
to  take  advantage  of  the  new  legislation. 

"Adequate  representation  and  indeed 
status  can  only  be  provided  by  formal 


negotiations  with  the  company.  There 
must  be  proper  representation  and 
negotiating  machinery  operated  by  and  on 
behalf  of  the  pharmacists  employed  by 
Boots,  supported  at  every  level  by 
experienced  professional  full-time  trade 
union  negotiators.  The  machinery  must 
have  adequate  consultative  and  report- 
back  provisions  to  ensure  that  the 
decisions  affecting  the  livelihood  and  well- 
being  ot  Boots  pharmacists  is  taken  only 
by  such  pharmacists  themselves.  Only  a 
powerful  modern  effective  trade  union  can 
adequately  provide  such  machinery. 

"Once  ASTMS  has  a  sufficient  member- 
ship base  in  Boots  it  will  approach  the 
company  for  the  establishment  of  such 
machinery.  You  will  know  that  such 
arrangements  already  exist  for  scientific 
staff  including  pharmacists  in  the  com- 
pany's manufacturing  facilities.  Equally 
our  negotiating  achievements  for  pharma- 
cists in  the  hospital  service  are  well  known, 
and  indeed,  our  successes  in  these  fields 
have  already  had  a  resulting  spin-off 
within  the  company." 

As  for  what  ASTMS  can  offer  the 
brochure  lists  the  services  of  trained 
professional  negotiators,  the  ASTMS 
Parliamentary  Committee  "to  take  up 
those  of  our  members'  problems  which 


can  be  helped  by  influence  at  that  level", 
and  "A  democratic  structure  through 
which  policy  on  Boots  pharmacists  con- 
ditions of  employment  is  determined  by 
Boots  pharmacists  (with  advice  and  help 
from  our  full-time  officials),  and  also  the 
opportunity  to  work  closely  with  other 
pharmacists,  medical,  professional,  scien- 
tific and  technical  staff." 

Security  stressed 

The  major  problem,  however,  is  security: 
"Security ;  the  knowledge  that  the  pro- 
fession has  a  strong  organisation  to  help 
it  decide  its  fate  in  relation  to  the 
impending  major  changes  such  as  EEC 
regulations,  legislation  and  the  monopoly 
of  the  multiples.  Monopoly  of  the 
multiples,  and  this  includes  the  fast- 
growing  chains  bought  by  non-pharmacist 
entrepreneurs,  will  eventually  result  in 
a  reduction  in  status  for  the  employee 
pharmacist  within  the  multiples,  as  the 
alternatives  for  employment  decrease  and 
the  number  of  pharmacists  increase. 

"Boots  in  particular  have  an  increas- 
ing number  of  large  shops  which  can 
economically  support  a  number  of 
pharmacists  and  a  general  manager  trained 
in  merchandising.  The  lack  of  faith  the 
company  has  in  its  pharmacists  as 
merchandisers  is  exemplified  by  operation 
Trent  and  its  detailed  instructions  on 
merchandising.  Boots  realise  that  at  very 
competitive  superstore  level  good  mer- 
chandising means  high  profits. 
□  The  administrative  offices  of  the  Guild 
of  Hospital  Pharmacists  Section  of  ASTMS 
have  now  moved  to  ASTMS  head  office, 
10  lamestown  Road,  London  NW1  7DT 
(telephone  01-267  4422);  Mr  J.  Mercer, 
divisional  officer  responsible  for  the  Guild 
is  now  at  Mossport  House,  7  The  Bridge, 
Harrow,  Middlesex  (01-863  2722). 


Talks  on  animal  medi 

The  British  Distributors  of  Animal  Medi- 
cines Association  Ltd  is  to  organise 
meetings  to  discuss  the  recent  proposals 
for  implementation  of  Part  III  of  the 
Medicines  Act. 

The  intention  is  to  find  out  "grass 
roots"  opinions  from  all  types  of  traders 
before  making  submissions  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr  C.  C.  Stevens,  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council,  will 
explain  the  Act's  implications. 

The  BDAM,  which  was  founded  to 
protect  the  interests  of  all  concerned  with 
retail  sale  of  animal  health  products,  has 
produced  a  booklet  outlining  its  objec- 
tives, available  from  Alpha  House,  Beech 
Lane,  Macclesfield,  Ches.  A  logo  has  been 
designed  for  use  on  signs  and  display 
material  and  the  association  is  hoping  to 
negotiate  with  manufacturers  on  trading 
and  distributive  policies,  bulk  purchases 
for  selected  non-speciality  products  and 
sales  promotions.  A  voluntary  code  of 
conduct  is  also  to  be  formalised. 
□  The  proposals  issued  recently  by  the 
Government  concerning  restrictions  on  the 
sale  of  veterinary  medicines — part  of  the 
documents  relating  to  implementing  Part 
III  of  the  Medicines  Act  (C&D.  March  20, 
p416) — include  a  proposal  that  the  exemp- 
tion for  certain  merchants  supplying  such 
medicines  to  farmers  should  be  permanent. 


ines  sale  proposals 

The  initial  list  of  items  they  can  sell 
would  however  be  subject  to  review  by 
the  Medicines  Commission's  Veterinary 
Products  Committee  over  a  period  and 
such  merchants  would  have  to  notify  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  their  businesses. 

Part  of  the  rationale  behind  the  pro- 
posal is  that  the  skill  and  knowledge  to 
be  expected  of  the  ordinary  farmer  should 
be  taken  into  consideration ;  that  was  the 
basis  used  in  the  past  to  clear  products 
for  farm  sales  or  licensed  for  free  sales. 
The  Government  understood  that  trade 
association  were  contemplating  the  intro- 
duction of  a  voluntary  scheme,  and  it 
would  welcome  an  effective  voluntary 
scheme  aimed  at  maintaining  and  improv- 
ing standards  in  the  retailing  of  farm 
animal  medicines. 

Other  points  from  consultative  docu- 
ments covering  veterinary  medicines 
proposals  include :  the  sale  of  analgesics 
for  veterinary  use  by  self-service  and  self- 
selection  methods  both  in  pharmacies  and 
other  shops  should  be  prohibited ;  the 
recommendation  in  the  original  report  that 
veterinary  medicines  should  indicate  ini 
their  titles  that  they  were,  intended  for 
animals  should  be  omitted ;  and  products 
marketed  for  use  as  eye  ointments  should 
not  be  included  in  the  general  sale  list,  but 
some  eye  lotions  should  be. 
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NHS  advance 
payments 

improved 


A  "more  accurate"  method  of  calculating 
contractors'  advance  payments  has  been 
agreed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health.  The  method  will  take 
full  account  of  price  increases,  says  the 
Committee,  by  application  of  an  "advance 
indicator"  factor.  It  is  calculated  that  this 
will  result  in  advance  payments  that  are 
"a  realistic  100  per  cent  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  month's  prescriptions  to  which  they 
relate". 

The  Negotiating  Committee  is  to  sub- 
mit a  new  claim   for  increases  in  the 
'urgent"  and  "rota"  fees,  it  was  decided 
jat  last  week's  meeting. 

Bad  year  for  fire,  storm 
and  theft  from  pharmacies 

Losses  to  pharmacies  from  fire,  burglary 
and  storm  were  exceptionally  heavy  in 
the  year  to  September  30,  1975. 

The  Chemists'  Mutual  Insurance  Co 
Ltd  annual  report  refers  to  the  period  as 
"a  very  bad  year  for  claims".  Thefts  from 
CMI-insured  pharmacies  almost  doubled 
from  £48,619  in  1974  to  £96,674.  Much  of 
the  increase  was  accounted  for  by  replace- 
ment of  burgled  or  stolen  Controlled 
Drugs  cabinets  and  the  reimbursement  of 
cash  losses.  Another  factor  was  the  sharp 
increase  in  the  cost  of  repairs. 

Claims  following  fires  rose  from 
|£37,007  to  £68,017.  Many  involved  rub- 


bish fires  ignited  by  children  or  vandals 
and  the  report  recommends  that  packing 
materials  should  be  broken  up,  tied  in 
tight  bundles,  stacked  well  away  from 
buildings  and  disposed  of  quickly. 

The  company  dealt  with  925  shop  win- 
dow breakages,  the  average  window  now 
costing  about  £100  to  replace.  Storm 
losses  rose  to  £31,672  from  £18,874  in 
1974,  a  freak  rainstorm  over  north 
London  in  August  1975  causing  heavy 
damage. 

The  gross  premium  income  increased 
over  the  year  from  £323,206  to  £395,098. 
There  was  no  underwriting  profit  on  the 
property  account  but  the  company's 
reserve  position  has  improved,  with  funds 
allocated  to  revenue  accounts  increased 
from  £561,285  to  £615,088  and  unallo- 
cated reserves  from  £264,523  to  £425,383. 
The  report  says  the  company's  financial 
standing  is  "undoubtedly  strong"  and  the 
solvency  margin  greatly  in  excess  of  the 
minimum  standard  required  by  the 
Insurance  Companies  Act. 

Concern  about  medicines 
and  elderly  people 

A  booklet  from  Help  the  Aged  suggests 
there  should  be  a  routine  check,  preferably 
by  health  visitors,  on  medicines  taken  by 
the  elderly  chronic  sick. 

"It  is  terrifying  to  see  dangerous  sub- 
stances handled  by  elderly  confused 
people  with  poor  eyesight,  struggling  to 
get  tiny  tablets  out  of  small  containers.  As 
the  lids  are  impossible  for  arthritic  fingers 
to  manipulate,  tablets  are  decanted  into 
egg  cups,  old  tins,  etc,  and  separated  from 
their  labels." 

The  author  of  "No  one  to  blame?",  a 
general  practitioner,  says  it  is  equally 
alarming  that  54  per  cent  of  elderly  people 
were  found  to  be  taking  self-prescribed 
medicines :  "We  cannot  stop  old  people 
buying  these  things — though  many  of  them 
are  very  expensive  and  use  money  that 
would  be  better  spent  on  good  food — but 
at  least  we  should  make  some  effort  to 
see  that  they  know  what  they  are  taking." 


mm 


Boots  pleased  with  a  year's  use  of  crc's 


Boots'  pharmacy  superintendent  said  this 
week  that  he  was  pleasantly  surprised  and 
satisfied  with  the  degree  of  acceptance  of 
child-resistant  containers. 

Mr  B.  Silverman  told  an  Interphex 
conference  that  over  the  past  year  Boots 
the  Chemists  Ltd  had  issued  some  three 
million  dispensed  medicines  in  containers 
fitted  with  Clic-loc.  There  had  been  few 
complaints  and  many  compliments  from 
customers,  and  a  high  level  of  accept- 
ability "in  our  ranks".  Those  pharmacists 
who  considered  that  sole  responsibility  in 
child  safety  of  medicines  rested  with  the 
parent  quickly  responded  when  their  cor- 
respondence was  courteously  answered. 
Aspirin  (other  than  effervescent),  tricyclic 
antidepressants,  barbiturates,  solid  dose 
iron  preparations  containing  more  than 
24mg  elemental  iron,  phenothiazines  and 
paracetamol  had  been  selected  first  for 
dispensing  in  child-resistant  containers. 

Pharmacists  exert  far  more  influence  on 
the  recipient  of  a  crc  than  any  publicity 
in  the  media,  Mr  Silverman  added.  Verbal 
explanations  of  how  to  use  the  closures 


should  be  backed  by  literature. 

Mrs  Jill  Knight,  MP,  congratulated  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  for 
advising  pharmacists  to  extend  the  use  of 
crc's  to  dispensed  solid  dose  preparations 
of  aspirin  and  paracetamol  from  April  1. 
She  believed  there  was  still  a  lot  more  to 
be  done  with  regard  to  the  testing  of 
child-resistant  packaging  and  extending  its 
use  to  all  medicines  and  household 
products — to  which  end  she  offered  all 
the  help  she  could  give  in  Parliament. 

Opening  the  conference  on  Monday, 
the  Rt  Hon  Patrick  lenkin,  MP,  Opposi- 
tion spokesman  for  social  services,  urged 
the  Government  to  forget  its  1974  mani- 
festo pledge  to  nationalise  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  via  the  National 
Enterprise  Board.  The  industry  had  a 
good  export,  investment  and  research 
record:  "To  those  who  are  forever  knock- 
ing the  drug  industry,  I  say  'Give  over, 
will  you?' "  He  was  pleased  that  the 
BBC's  programme  complaints  commission 
had  condemned  a  recent  "Nationwide"  as 
unfair  (C&D,  March  20,  p406). 


i  /  ill 


Mr  David  Garraway,  West  Sussex  area 
pharmaceutical  officer,  with  Henry, 
television's  Minced  Morsels  bloodhound, 
who  has  spearheaded  a  local  "Bring 
back  your  medicines  campaign".  Drugs 
up  to  15  years  old  have  been  collected. 
One  pharmacy  has  received  30 
thalidomide  tablets,  another  was 
presented  with  700  of  the  same  kind  of 
tablets  from  one  household 


'One  in  four  deodorant 
users  has  skin  problems' 

Almost  one  in  four  of  a  group  of  1,800 
people  who  regularly  used  an  antiperspir- 
ant  or  deodorant  told  the  Consumers 
Association  publication  Which?  that  they 
had  had  "skin  problems"  recently. 

Reporting  that  in  a  review  of  deodor- 
ants in  this  month's  issue,  Which?  adds 
that  about  one-sixth  of  the  complaints 
were  probably  caused  by  using  the  pro- 
duct directly  after  shaving,  but  one  in  ten 
had  an  irritation  bad  enough  to  send  them 
to  their  doctor;  many  "had  to  wait  up  to 
three  weeks  to  get  complete  relief".  The 
report  suggests  that  if  a  person  is  sensi- 
tive to  other  skin  products  or  household 
chemicals,  they  should  be  prepared  for 
the  possibility  of  being  irritated  by  anti- 
perspirants  or  deodorants,  and  fair  haired, 
light-skinned  people  may  be  particularly 
susceptible. 

The  report  attacks  the  use  of  the  word 
"family"  to  describe  such  products  because 
body  odour  is  oaused  by  sweat  from 
apocrine  glands,  and  as  those  glands  dc 
not  begin  to  function  until  puberty,  "it's  a 
waste  of  time  letting  young  children  use 
them.  We  don't  think  manufacturers 
should  use  words  which  may  encourage 
them." 

Which?  suggests  people  should  try  to 
do  without  such  products  for  a  while  to 
see  if  soap  and  water  is  all  that  is 
required ;  "As  long  as  you  can't  smell 
your  own  armpits,  then  there's  little  chance 
of  anyone  else  being  able  to  smell  you." 
For  those  who  did  need  one,  however, 
the  report  states  that  the  users  in  the  sur- 
vey could  not  tell  the  difference  between 
antiperspirants  or  deodorants  either  for 
keeping  them  dry  or  for  making  them 
smell  sweetly.  No  active  ingredient  stood 
out  as  being  particularly  good. 

Aerosols,  says  Which?,  are  much  more 
convenient  to  use  than  roll-ons. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  Statutory  Committee 


3  April  1976 


Wholesalers  told  to  put 


house  in  order' 


The  Billington  group  of  pharmaceutical 
wholesalers  was  told  by  Sir  Gordon 
Willmer,  chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Statutory  Committee,  to  "put  its 
house  in  order". 

The  Committee,  meeting  on  Monday,  had 
called  before  them  the  former  and  present 
superintendent  pharmacists  of  F.  A. 
Billington  (Langley)  Ltd,  of  Langley 
House,  Park  Lane,  Oldbury,  following  the 
company's  conviction  at  Warley  magis- 
trates court  last  year  for  four  infringements 
of  the  Poisons  Rules.  Mr  Frederick  Arthur 
Billington,  of  Hagley  Road,  Pedmore, 
Stourbridge,  now  chairman  of  the  Billing- 
ton group  of  companies,  was  the 
superintendent  pharmacist  of  the  company 
at  the  time  of  the  offences,  and  Mr 
Richard  John  Buxton,  of  Fugelmore 
Close,  Harborne,  Birmingham,  the  present 
superintendent  pharmacist,  was  sales 
manager  for  the  group  at  the  time. 

Sir  Gordon  said  it  would  remain  a 
mystery  how  preparations  containing  Part 
1  poisons  had  found  their  way  from  the 
Billington's  warehouse  into  a  sub-post 
office  shop  and  how,  in  another  incident, 
Contac  400  had  been  supplied  by  the 
warehouse  to  a  "supersave"  shop ;  the 
Committee  was  far  from  satisfied  as  to 
the  way  the  group  and,  in  particular, 
Billington  (Langley)  Ltd,  had  been  carry- 
ing on  their  business. 

He  thought  the  plain  fact  was  that  the 
rate  of  growth  of  the  group  had  been 
such  that  they  had  been  really  "growing 
beyond  their  strength".  Sir  Gordon 
adjourned  the  case  for  a  year  to  enable  the 
group  and  the  company,  in  particular,  to 
show  that  they  had  "really  succeeded  in 
putting  their  house  in  order". 

Hygiene  summonses 

Mr  Charles  Marcus,  director  and 
superintendent  pharmacist  of  Baum 
(Chemists)  Ltd,  Mile  End  Road,  White- 
chapel,  was  reprimanded  by  the  Com- 
mittee following  his  conviction  last 
August  on  nine  summonses  under  the  1970 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  But  the  repri- 
mand would  not  become  effective  until 
May  when  Mr  Marcus  would  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  appear. 

The  Committee  heard  that  Mr  Marcus 
had  been  warned  by  a  Society  inspector 
on  several  occasions  about  the  state  of  the 
premises  and.  following  complaints  by 
members  of  the  public,  a  senior  public 
health  officer  had  visited  the  pharmacy. 
The  officer  said  he  found  the  basement 
food  store  on  the  premises  six  inches  deep 
in  rubbish  with  food  and  drugs  lying  about 
on  the  floor,  and  the  backyard  was  three 
feet  deep  in  rubbish.  The  Committee  was 
told  that  the  shop  was  now  owned  by 
John  S.  Miller  Ltd,  but  Mr  Marcus  was 
employed  there  part-time. 

The  Committee  decided  to  take  no  fur- 


ther action  against  a  pharmacist  who  had 
pleaded  guilty  iast  year  to  12  charges  of 
forgery  and  a  similar  number  of  offences 
of  obtaining  excess  payment  from  the 
NHS  by  deception ;  he  told  the  committee 
that  he  had  now  come  to  terms  with  the 
breakdown  in  his  marriage  which  had 
caused  the  trouble. 

Struck  off  register 

A  pharmacist  whom  police  thought  was 
mixed  up  with  a  big-time  drug  gang  was 
ordered  to  be  struck  off  the  register. 

The  Committee  heard  Mr  Awrom 
Alperstein,  now  in  prison,  was  said  to 
have  become  involved  with  amphetamine 
sulphate  at  a  girl's  party  in  Baker  Street, 
London.  Later  in  court  he  admitted 
receiving  101b  of  amphetamine  sulphate, 
which  police  said  was  worth  £113,000  on 
the  black  market.  Police  also  said  that 
just  before  his  arrest  Mr  Alperstein,  38, 
had  ordered  a  tablet  making  machine. 

Sir  Gordon  said  although  there  was  no 
immediate  prospect  of  Mr  Alperstein 
resuming  his  practice:  "This  is  plainly 
such  a  bad  case  that  there  is  no  room  for 
one  of  his  character  within  the  member- 
ship of  a  learned  society  like  this." 

Mr  Alperstein,  who  ran  the  Boreham- 
wood  Pharmacy  at  Howard  Drive, 
Borehamwood,  Herts,  did  not  appear  nor 
was  he  represented.  Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for 
the  Society,  said  that  in  May,  1972,  at  St 
Albans  Crown  Court,  Mr  Alperstein  was 
sentenced  to  nine  months  imprisonment, 
suspended  for  three  years,  and  fined  a 
total  of  £900  for  handling  stolen  photo- 
graphic material.  Last  August  he  was 
sentenced  to  a  total  of  five  years  in  prison 
for  conspiracy  to  supply  a  Controlled 
Drug,  possession  of  Controlled  Drugs — 
cannabis,  opium  and  LSD — possession  of 
a  Controlled  Drug  with  intent  to  supply  it 
to  another,  possessing  a  Belgian  0  32 
revolver  without  a  certificate,  and  breach 
of  a  suspended  sentence.  He  was  also 
fined  £3,744. 

Pharmacist  and  doctor 
committed  for  trial 

A  pharmacist  and  the  head  of  a  drugs 
addiction  unit  were  committed  on  bail  for 
trial  at  Birmingham  Crown  Court  last 
week  after  a  two-day  hearing  at  a 
Birmingham  magistrates  court. 

The  pharmacist,  Mr  Patrick  Thomas 
Lucus,  of  Hollyfield  Road  South,  Sutton 
Coldfield,  faces  three  charges  of  unlaw- 
fully supplying  drugs  and  three  of  failing 
to  give  specific  details  on  prescriptions ; 
Dr  John  Owens,  of  Hollyfield  Drive, 
Sutton  Coldfield,  and  who  is  head  of  the 
drug  addiction  unit  at  All  Saints  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  faces  a  total  of  14  charges. 
Reporting  restrictions  were  not  lifted. 


Richard  Gordon  demonstrates  a  gout 
stool  to  his  audience 

Gout  'the  most  thankless 
of  diseases' 

"Gout  is  really  the  most  thankless  of 
diseases.  Not  only  do  you  get  no  sympathy 
for  it,  but  it  actually  attracts  derision", 
according  to  the  author  Richard  Gordon 
(Dr  Gordon  Ostlere).  At  the  symposium 
"Gout  from  all  angles"  organised  by 
Wellcome  medical  division  last  week,  he 
related  how  he  was  misdiagnosed  when 
he  first  got  gout — a  serum  uric  acid 
measurement  confirmed  that  he  had  the 
disease  and  not,  as  his  own  doctor  had 
told  him,  a  broken  sesamoid  bone  in  the 
foot!  He  went  on  to  dispel  some  old! 
myths  by  saying  that  "Unfortunately,  the 
relationship  of  port  and  gout  is  as  firmly 
entrenched  in  the  public  mind  as  between! 
wet  feet  and  getting  a  cold  in  the  head, 
or  the  idea  that  sitting  on  cold  stones 
gives  you  piles."  He  said  "Gout  can  occur 
equally  well  in  an  athletic,  teetotal  monk[ 
on  a  diet!" 

Professor  Watson  Buchanan,  University 
of  Glasgow,  said  that  although  many 
similar  diseases  masqueraded  as  gout — 
and  vice  versa — it  was  comparatively  easy 
to  check  by  aspirating  the  inflamed  join 
and  examining  the  fluid  for  uric  acid 
crystals  under  a  microscope.  Dr  J.  T 
Scott,  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  was  certain 
that  there  was  a  correlation  between 
alcohol,  good  living  and  gout  but  said 
that  once  a  patient  was  stabilised  on  alio 
purinol  a  perfectly  normal  life  could  be 
led  without  worrying  about  diet. 

Retired  pharmacist  dies  in 
ambulance  crash 

An  86  year-old  pharmacist,  Mr  Arthur 
Price,  died  recently  when  an  ambulanc 
taking  him  home  from  hospital  plunged 
through  a  hedge  and  crashed  into  a  tree 
Mr  Price,  who  qualified  in  1925,  was  being 
driven  home  to  Acocks  Green,  Birming 
ham,  after  a  week's  convalescence  at  a 
Solihull  hospital  for  recovery  from 
injuries  received  during  a  fall.  The  West 
Midlands  Ambulance  Service  has  already 
started  an  investigation  into  the  crash. 


— ■ — — — - — ■ — - — ■ —  —  — ■  — ——  ....        —         - ■ : ; ; — r 

jpplement  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  3rd  April  1 976. 

Now,  buy  Soquette 
at  its  normal  price,  and 
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When  they  consult  you 
recommend  these  with  confidence 


Loose  dentures , 


DENTURE 

fi«  m 
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111 
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♦AVCRA6E  IWIl  OF  Flit* 


'KOLYNOS  DENTURE  FIXATIVE'*  has  a  natural 
Karaya  gum  base  that  holds  dentures 
firmly  in  place  -  for  day-long  confidence. 


Oil,  tar  and  stubborn  stains 

Liquid  TARGON'*  dissolves  them  away 
simply  and  effectively. 


Muscular  aches  and  pains 

'FIBROSING*  brings  fast,  long-lasting  relief  by  its  combination  of 
histamine  dihydrochloride,  methyl  nicotinate.  glycol  salicylate 
and  capsicin. 


Athlete's  foot 

SEK'*  gently  destroys 
fungal  infections,  by 
its  ointment  formulation 
based  on  the  skin's  own 
natural  perspiration. 


'Fibrosine'  Targon'  and  'Sek'  are  just  part  of  the  ICC  range.  A  range  of 

remedies  for  common  problems  as  diverse  as  headache 
and  painful  corns,  loose  dentures  and  oil  stains. 

They're  the  everyday  problems  your  customers 
may  ask  your  advice  about.  The  everyday  answer  is  a 

high-quality  product  from  the 
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Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Committee 


3  April  1976 


Politicians— and  the 
future  of  pharmacy 


"There  is  no  part  of  my  political  experi- 
ence, no  part  of  my  version  of  Socialism, 
which  causes  me  to  believe  that  it  is  either 
necessary  or  desirable  that  the  State 
should  intervene  and  directly  control  that 
which  someone  else  can  do  equally  well 
or  probably  better."  That  statement  about 
the  effect  of  politics  on  the  future  of 
pharmacy  came  last  Sunday  from  Mr  Eric 
Ogden,  Labour  Member  of  Parliament 
and  Parliamentary  adviser  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  when  he  addressed  a  con- 
ference organised  by  Nottingham  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  —  the  new  name 
adopted  by  Nottingham  Area  Chemist 
Contractors  Committee. 

Pharmacists  will  decide 

The  conference  topic  was  '"State  dispen- 
saries or  chemists'  shops",  but  Mr  Ogden 
argued  that  those  were  not  the  only  alter- 
natives. From  Westminster's  point  of  view, 
the  future  of  pharmacy  would  be  decided 
principally  by  pharmacists — only  margin- 
ally would  it  be  affected  by  direct 
decisions  of  either  party,  such  as  housing, 
industrial  or  economic  policies.  No  gov- 
ernment sat  down  to  decide  who  to  "upset 
this  morning",  but  difficulties  "crept  up" 
because  they  were  not  told  in  advance 
what  was  likely  to  happen.  Mr  Ogden 
hoped  that  the  new  approach  of  issuing 
consultative  documents  18  months  or  two 
years  in  advance  of  legislation  would 
bring  about  a  change  in  that  situation. 

However,  a  wide  variety  of  views  on 
the  future  of  pharmacy  existed  within  the 
profession  itself,  and  Mr  Ogden  identified 
four  distinct  groups.  The  first  group  was 
yearning  back  "to  the  golden  age  of  the 
apothecary  (if  that  ever  existed)"  to  be 
able  to  practise  their  profession  without 
trade  or  other  complications.  The  second 
was  equally  proud  of  the  profession  but 
enjoyed  accountancy,  trade,  variety,  scale 
and  expanding  product  lines ;  they  com- 
bined professional  integrity  with  indepen- 
dence and  commercial  expertise. 

A  third  group  looked  for  a  wholly- 
owned  State  pharmaceutical  service ;  they 
welcomed  health  centres  (not  merely  group 
practices)  and  saw  in  the  improvements  in 
the  hospital  pharmaceutical  service  oppor- 
tunity to  combine  pharmacy  with  the  first 
steps  to  administration  and  business 
management.  The  final  group  comprised 
the  growing  number  of  newly  qualified 
going  into  industry,  with  a  future  in  com- 
puters and  molecular  engineering. 

Mr  Ogden  then  read  his  "prepared" 
statement  on  the  effect  of  politics  on  the 
future,  adding  that  it  was  the  end  that 
concerned  him,  not  the  means  (he  wanted 
the  NHS  to  be  free  at  the  time  of  use). 
The  Government,  however,  had  the  res- 
ponsibility of  providing  a  pharmaceutical 
service,  and  if  all  other  means  failed  it 
might  be  necessary  for  it  to  be  wholly- 


owned  and  controlled.  Of  course  there 
was  political  direction  in  the  NHS  by  the 
Ministers  concerned.  Mrs  Castle  made  no 
secret  that  she  was  more  "interventionist" 
than  Dr  Owen,  who  believed  that  he  could 
achieve  the  necessary  degree  of  control  by 
negotiation — because  he  was  the  biggest 
customer  and  had  reserve  powers. 

Earlier,  Mr  Ogden  had  explained  his 
position  as  the  Society's  adviser.  The 
Society  was  unique,  he  said,  combining 
the  strictest  possible  ethics  with  a  sense 
of  humour,  of  the  practical  and  of  the 
possible — which  would  be  useful  for  many 
other  learned  bodies.  It  was  a  very  human 
Society.  On  subjects  with  which  he  had 
been  involved  with  the  Society,  he  said 
that  the  greatest  success  had  been  the 
capital  gains  tax  on  the  Society's  House. 
The  "quarter  mile  limit"  was  another 
topic,  but  it  seemed  a  tragedy  that  they 
were  trying  to  get  through  Parliament 
what  the  Society  ought  to  have  been  able 
to  do  for  itself.  Further  subjects  included 
variable  VAT  rates,  methylated  spirits  in 
Scotland,  and  the  West  Midlands  County 
Council  Bill. 

Mr  Ogden  said  he  had  been  "compli- 
mented" in  a  Parliamentary  committee  by 
a  member  who  thought  he  was  a  pharma- 
cist— and  he  had  also  been  described  as 
the  Society's  "ultimate  deterrent".  But,  he 
said,  it  was  time  the  profession  had  one 
of  its  own  members  in  the  House. 

Vociferous  minority 

Movement  into  health  centres  and 
nationalisation  were  being  discussed  more 
freely  and  advocated  by  a  vociferous 
minority,  said  Mr  Donald  Royce,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee.  Nationalisation 
had  already  appeared  in  a  Labour  Party 
manifesto  and  it  was  suggested,  as  a 
corollary  to  taking  over  the  industry,  that 
the  pharmaceutical  services  should  also 
be  taken  over.  Mr  Royce  said  he  had  been 
a  member  of  a  small  delegation  from  the 
PSNC  who  met  Mr  Laurie  Pavitt,  chair- 
man of  the  medical  group  of  the  Labour 
Party,  who  had  expressed  the  opinion  that 
when  taking  into  control  the  ICI's,  Boots, 
and  Beechams  it  would  be  folly  not  to 
take  into  control  their  retail  outlets. 

At  a  recent  SMA  meeting  (C&D,  March 
6,  p322)  a  new  principle  had  been  put 
forward  by  Dr  Freedman — that  the  Health 
Service  could  not  be  properly  integrated 
unless  all  the  professions  were  employees 
ol  the  State.  Mr  Royce  said  he  was 
perturbed  by  this  obsession  for  phasing 
out  the  private  contractor  and  was 
encouraged  to  hear  from  Mr  Ogden  that 
not  all  on  his  side  of  the  House  were  of 
that  opinion. 

Mr  Royce  said  the  problem  was  not 
the  concept  of  health  centres  but  whether 
the  centre  was  the  correct  location  for  the 
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Mr  Eric  Ogden,  MP 

pharmaceutical  services.  He  had  looked 
at  the  methods  of  taking  over  the  services 
— the  costs,  implications  for  the  profes- 
sion and  patient,  etc.  The  average  phar- 
macy devoted  50  per  cent  of  its  resources 
to  the  NHS,  therefore  only  half  the 
present  number  could  cope  with  the  flow 
of  prescriptions  on  a  full-time  basis.  Mr 
Royce  calculated  that  5,000  to  6,000 
health  centres  could  be  equipped  with  a 
dispensary  for  a  capital  charge  of  £150m. 
A  second  method  would  be  to  purchase 
that  number  of  pharmacies ;  this  would  be 
fairer  but  at  market  value  would  cost 
£275m — and  space  would  also  have  to  be 
provided  in  health  centres. 

Benefits  worth  the  cost? 

The  SMA  had  suggested  purchase  of 
dispensaries  and  stocks,  but  there  were  too 
many  anomalies  and  the  cost  would  be 
£130m  to  £135m.  Expropriation  was 
another  alternative  that  had  happened  in 
some  industries.  But  in  broad  terms  the 
cost  to  the  community  would  be  between 
£100m  to  £275m  and  it  was  up  to  those 
who  argued  for  the  change  to  show  that 
the  benefit  to  the  community  would  be 
worth  the  expenditure. 

The  effect  on  the  profession  would  be 
that  those  pharmacies  whose  services  were 
not  required  by  the  Health  Service  would 
become  uneconomic,  or  there  would  be 
unstoppable  progress  towards  the  Ameri- 
can drug  store.  The  way  would  be  wide 
open  for  the  emergence  of  pharmaceutical 
technicians  and  the  pharmacist  would 
become  an  administrator,  as  he  was 
already  in  many  hospitals.  Mr  Royce 
asked  whether  the  profession  was  pre- 
pared to  see  50  per  cent  of  their  private 
contractor  colleagues  with  their  assets 
ruined,  having  to  go  bankrupt  and  with 
no  expectation  of  a  pension  when  they 
retired.  He  believed  an  "all  or  none  law" 
should  be  applied  to  State  control,  with 
adequate  compensation  for  every  con- 
tractor based  on  a  fair  market  value — or 
the  profession  would  not  man  the  health 
centre  dispensaries  (Mr  Royce  added  that 
he  would  not  be  averse  to  this  being  made 
a  matter  of  unprofessional  conduct). 

For  the  patient,  the  removal  of  phar- 
macies would  be  an  inconvenience.  The 
Health  Service  was  not  a  career  structure 
for  the  professions — patients  must  be  in 
the  centre  of  the  picture  and  the  aim 
should  be  to  give  them  the  sort  of  ser- 
vice they  wanted.   No  centrally-planned 
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scheme  was  likely  to  be  suitable  for 
every  circumstance,  and  flexibility  must 
be  the  keynote. 

State  pharmacies  would  mean  loss  of 
freedom  of  choice  for  the  patient  and  Mr 
Royce  believed  people  would  opt  for  self- 
medication — yet  the  pharmacy  would  not 
be  there  to  provide  advice.  He  felt  that 
in  health  centres  the  pharmacist  would 
not  be  available,  and  questioned  whether 
technicians  would  be  able  to  forge  the 
sort  of  relationship  that  existed  between 
the  contractor  pharmacist  and  many  of  his 
customers. 

Mr  Royce  then  produced  statistics 
relating  to  the  State-controlled  pharma- 
ceutical service  in  Sweden,  and  passed  on 
experiences  ("second  hand")  of  someone 
taking  a  prescription  into  one  of  the 
pharmacies  there.  The  prescription  is 
handed  to  a  technician  who  inspects  it  to 
see  nothing  is  obviously  wrong ;  the  patient 
is  advised  to  return  in  three  hours.  It  is 
passed  to  another  who  checks  the  signa- 
ture of  the  doctor,  and  that  a  unit  pack 
has  been  prescribed,  and  types  the  label. 
A  third  technician  again  checks,  and  then 
dispenses.  A  prescriptionist  next  fixes  the 
label  to  the  pack  and  the  prescription  is 
finally  passed  to  another  technician  to 
pack.  Nowhere  did  the  pharmacist  come 
in,  said  Mr  Royce.  His  time  was  spent  in 
an  administration  and  "researching  systems 
to  overcome  so  many  mistakes". 

The  alternatives 

What  were  the  alternatives  to  a  State 
salaried  service?  The  White  Paper  that 
preceded  the  Medici  nes  Act  recognised 
the  pharmacist  as  being  qualified  to  exer- 
cise professional  discretion  over  the  supply 
of  medicines — and  that  implied  a  com- 
munity role  giving  guidance  to  those 
"bemused  by  advertising".  The  service  was 
not  satisfactory  today,  but  problems  of 
rural  areas  and  new  housing  estates  were 
being  tackled  by  collection  and  delivery 
services.  This  would  be  assisted  if  the 
Government  would  extend  to  pharmacy 
the  doctor's  right  to  declare  areas  "closed" 
or  "open"  to  direct  resources. 

If  every  Health  Service  area  established 
a  collection  and  delivery  service  it  would 
cost  only  about  £im  and  a  properly 
funded  on-call  service  might  well  cost  £lm. 
Mr  Royce  said  that  lp  per  prescription 
raised  £3  2m,  and  if  the  Government  were 
unwilling  to  find  the  money,  and  local 
authorities  were  not  prepared  to  accept 


responsibility,  the  profession  itself  should 
consider  agreeing  to  withold  money  from 
remuneration  to  provide  a  central  fund 
for  local  services. 

During  the  discussion,  Mr  Ogden  was 
asked  why,  when  everyone  else  was 
entitled  to  redundancy  pay,  a  contractor 
who  lost  his  business  received  no  com- 
pensation from  those  responsible  for 
building  health  centres.  In  reply,  he  sug- 
gested that  it  should  be  possible  to 
provide  compensation  through  some  form 
of  insurance  for  "goodwill  value",  or  the 
contract  might  have  a  "renewability" 
aspect.  Later,  Mr  Ogden  pointed  out — as 
vice-chairman  of  the  Socialist  Medical 
Association — that  not  everyone  inside 
SMA  agreed  with  all  the  policies  put  for- 
ward, that  SMA  policy  was  not  necessarily 
that  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  that  Party 
policy  was  not  necessarily  that  of  a 
Labour  Government. 

Use  the  Tariff 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to 
papers  by  two  speakers  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  Mr  D.  Nunn  on  the  Drug 
Tariff  and  Mr  K.  J.  Wright  on  con- 
tractors' remuneration. 

Mr  Nunn,  himself  a  pharmacist, 
stressed  that  the  high  standards  applied  to 
medicines  should  also  be  applied  to  the 
supply  of  dressings  and  appliances.  There 
were  good  financial  reasons  for  being 
right  because  only  items  in  the  Tariff 
would  be  paid  for,  and  as  things  changed 


The  average  profitability  of  pharma- 
ceutical manufacturers  has  fallen  over  the 
past  three  years,  despite  a  large  increase 
in  the  value  of  sales,  according  to  a  report 
published  last  week. 

The  report — "Pharmaceutical  manufac- 
turers" (ICC  Business  Ratios,  81  City 
Road,  London  EC1Y  1BD,  £34)— 
analyses  and  compares  the  performance 
of  60  of  the  leading  companies  in  the 
industry  over  three  years  to  April  1975.  It 
notes  that  the  value  of  sales  of  com- 
panies increased  by  almost  40  per  cent 
over  the  period  with  a  faster  rate  of  growth 
in  the  second  half  of  the  period.  However, 
it  appears  that  rapidly  increasing  propor- 
tion of  sales  growth — now  more  than  two 
thirds — is  attributable  to  higher  prices,  the 
report  suggests. 

Analysis  of  indices  of  wholesale  prices 
of  pharmaceutical  chemicals  and  prepa- 
rations would  appear  to  confirm  that  and 
also  shows  that  more  growth  is  in  the 
pipeline — wholesale  prices  have  risen  by 
more  than  40  per  cent  over  the  most 
recent  year,  and  if  retailers'  margins  are 
added,  value  growth  "is  due  to  increase 
by  well  over  50  per  cent." 

It  is  evident  that  the  chemical  industry 
as  a  whole  has  consistently  and  increas- 
ingly failed  to  pass  on  the  increases  in 
costs  it  has  incurred.  Questioning  if  that 
also  holds  true  for  the  pharmaceutical 
industry,  the  report  notes  that  total  profits 
show  a  rise  of  a  third  over  the  period  but 
with  a  much  slower  rate  of  growth  in  the 
second  half.  "The  indications  are,  there- 
fore, that  the  pharmaceutical  industry  too 
is  failing  to  pass  on  increases  in  costs 
whether  because  of  the  competition  in  the 


from  time  to  time  it  was  worth  referring 
to  the  Tariff  instead  of  trying  to  remem- 
ber. Mr  Nunn  added  a  "commercial"  for 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union's 
guide  to  this  section  of  the  Tariff. 

Mr  Wright  outlined  the  elements  of 
remuneration,  distinguishing  that  aspect 
from  "reimbursement".  Dealing  with 
criticism  of  the  "averaging"  system  involv- 
ing a  "pool",  he  said  that  to  arrive  at  an 
across-the-board  system  based  on  indi- 
vidual payments  would  be  administratively 
difficult,  expensive  in  manpower,  and  hard 
to  justify.  The  system  bore  hard  on  the 
isolated  pharmacy,  which  was  why  there 
had  been  changes  in  the  rural  pharmacies 
scheme  last  year.  There  had  so  far  been 
only  200  claims  under  the  new  criteria, 
though  more  than  the  previous  year's  223 
had  been  expected.  Mr  Wright  stressed 
that  the  criteria  were  flexible. 

He  made  the  same  point  when  asked  if 
the  Government  could  be  said  to  be  dis- 
charging effectively  its  social  responsibility 
for  providing  the  pharmaceutical  service. 
Differences  in  criteria  showed  up  when 
the  Department  "heard"  from  people  sud- 
denly expected  to  walk  a  quarter  mile  to 
a  pharmacy — but  heard  nothing  from 
those  who  were  five  miles  from  one.  To 
a  suggestion  that  Pricing  Bureaux  some- 
times adopted  a  "petty"  policy,  Mr  Wright 
conceded  that  clerks  did  make  some  mis- 
takes— but  they  might  be  pricing  3,000 
prescriptions  a  day  to  a  high  standard 
of  accuracy. 


industry  or  whether  because  of  the 
benevolent  and  all  seeing  eye  of  the  Price 
Commission." 

The  average  profit  margin  is  said  to 
show  a  fall  of  12  per  cent  between  the 
two  most  recent  years,  but,  even  after  the 
fall  in  the  average  margin,  it  is  still  1 1 
per  cent.  The  average  return  on  capital 
employed  shov/s  a  fall  of  10  per  cent 
between  the  most  recent  two  years  to  a 
figure  of  185  per  cent;  a  figure  relatively 
high  by  manufacturing  industry  standards. 

However,  the  report  suggests  that 
adjustments  for  inflation  would  have  a 
profound  effect  on  the  profitability  ratios 
of  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 

Credit  periods  criticised 

Companies'  credit  periods  are  called 
"staggering".  The  report  gives  an  average 
of  87  days,  with  twenty  companies  show- 
ing credit  periods  of  more  than  three 
months.  A  series  of  Business  Ratio  reports 
suggest  that  there  is  a  link  between  credit 
consciousness  and  high  ranking  in  the 
profitability  tables  and  the  report  suggests 
that  the  industry  could  increase  its 
profitability  substantially  if  this  factor  was 
scrutinised. 

"But  faced  with  a  buyer  on  the  scale 
of  the  NHS,  obviously  used  to  such  long 
credit  periods,  there  is  not  much  that  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  can  do  about  it. 
A  large  proportion  of  exports  to  total 
turnover  appears  to  do  little  to  affect  per- 
formance positively.  It  appears  to  entail 
slow  stock  turnover,  long  credit  periods 
and  fairly  slow  sales  growth.  Despite 
margins  which  are  relatively  high 
profitability  tends  to  be  unexceptional." 


Industry's  profitability  falling,  says  report 
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People 


Mr  L.  J.  F.  Preddy,  MPS,  Seaford,  East 
Sussex,  was  elected  treasurer  at  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  Conservative  Medi- 
cal Society  (C&D,  March  20,  p  406). 

Dr  Frank  Hartley,  dean  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  University  of  London,  has 
been  elected  vice-chancellor  of  London 
University  for  the  remainder  of  this 
session  and  for  the  session  1976-77. 
Mr  W.  Y.  Hughes,  BSc,  MPS,  chief 
executive  MSJ  Securities  Ltd,  which 
covers  Guinness'  pharmaceutical  and 
allied  interests,  is  to  succeed  Lewis 
Robertson  as  chief  executive  of  Gram- 
pian Holdings  Ltd.  Mr  Hughes  is  expected 
to  join  Grampian  mid-May  before  Mr 
Robertson  leaves  at  the  end  of  May  to 
join  the  Scottish  Development  Agency  as 
chief  executive.  Grampian  Holdings  is  an 
industrial  holding  company  which  has 
interests  in  haulage,  construction,  sports 
goods,  publishing  and  North  Sea  oil 
activities,  but  has  no  pharmaceutical 
interests. 

Mr  Arthur  Fishburn,  FPS,  Pennington 
Drive,  Oatlands  Chase,  Weybridge,  Surrey, 
has  been  awarded  the  charter  gold  medal 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  his  out- 
standing services  to  pharmacy  and  to  the 
society.  The  award  was  announced  to  the 
February  meeting  of  Council  {C&D, 
March  13,  p392).  Born  in  Cardiff  and 
educated  at  Cardiff  High  School  and 
Swansea  Grammar  School,  Mr  Fishburn 
qualified  in  both  pharmaceutical  and 
analytical  chemistry.  A  lecturer  at  the 
Welsh  College  of  Pharmacy,  Cardiff,  from 
1934  to  1943,  Mr  Fishburn  then  became 
manager  of  the  pharmaceutical  depart- 
ment of  ICI  pharmaceutical  division.  In 
1970  he  was  appointed  principal  medi- 
cines inspector  at  the  Department  of 
Health,  and  in  1974  became  pharma- 
ceutical director  of  the  medicines  division 
while  retaining  the  post  of  deputy  chief 
pharmacist.  Mr  Fishburn,  who  was 
awarded  the  Han  bury  memorial  medal  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1965, 
attended  the  World  Health  Organisation's 
conference  in  Warsaw  in  1961  as  the 
British  expert  on  drug  quality  control. 

The  charter  silver  medal  has  been 
awarded  to  Mr  F.  Oliver,  FPS,  Sea  View 
Road  West,  Grangetown,  Sunderland.  Mr 
Oliver,  who  has  been  head  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Sunderland  Polytechnic, 
since  1949,  qualified  in  1938.  In  1939  he 
became  a  lecturer  in  pharmacognosy  and 
physiology  at  Birmingham  Central  Tech- 
nical College,  now  Aston  University,  and 
from  1946  to  1949  he  was  head  of  the 
department  of  pharmacy  and  physiology, 
City  of  Portsmouth  College  of  Tech- 
nology, now  Portsmouth  Polytechnic.  A 
past  chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Sunderland  branch  and  first 
chairman  of  the  Society's  Border  region, 
Mr  Oliver  is  chairman  of  the  Northern 
Regional  pharmaceutical  advisory  com- 
mittee and  a  member  of  the  Sunderland 
joint  advisory  committee  for  hospital 
pharmaceutical  services  and  the  standing 
pharmaceutical  advisory  committee. 


Topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


Freedom 


I  read  with  great  interest  the  article  contributed  by  Mr  Roger  Odd  dealing 
with  the  activities  of  the  general  practice  subcommittee  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  In  particular  I  was  struck  by  his  statement  that  in 
general  practice  pharmacy  there  is  a  professional  difference  between 
employers  and  employees,  "at  the  present  time". 

His  argument  runs  thus:  "An  employee,  whether  he  or  she  is  engaged  in 
a  large  multiple  or  small  company  or  as  second  pharmacist  in  a  small 
pharmacy,  has  always  to  consult  his  employer — who  may  not  be  a 
pharmacist  and  may  not  be  concerned  about  professional  matters."  The 
interpretation  of  professional  practice,  Mr  Odd  continues,  is  obviously  one 
for  individual  judgment,  experience  and  knowledge,  but  "an  employee  is 
bound  by  what  the  man  or  company  who  pays  his  salary  at  the  end  of  the 
day  determines.  I  think  that  no  employee  wishes  his  individuality  or 
professional  acumen  to  be  corroded  away;  he  prefers  to  exercise  absolute 
professional  control  in  the  pharmacy." 

Your  contributor  has,  with  unerring  judgment,  put  his  finger  on  perhaps 
the  greatest  obstacle  to  professional  freedom  and  I  congratulate  him  on  the 
clear  expression  of  his  case.  Pharmacy  has,  in  recent  years,  come  to  be 
regarded  as  a  useful  investment  by  people  who  have  no  experience  and  no 
knowledge  of  its  specialised  nature.  Their  sole  interest  is  to  engage  in  what 
they  regard  as  a  commercial  undertaking  for  the  purpose  of  financial  return, 
and  there  is  no  question  but  that  many  of  those  who  hold  the  necessary 
pharmaceutical  qualification  to  make  the  venture  possible,  have  not  got  the 
professional  freedom  which  should  be  their  right.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to 
exert  professional  priority  in  a  situation  in  which  the  finance  is  in  the  hands 
of  one  whose  philosophy  is  that  he  who  pays  the  piper  calls  the  tune. 

There  never  was  a  better  moment,  when  pharmacists  are  at  a  premium,  to 
change  the  tune,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  message  so  eloquently 
delivered  by  Mr  Odd  will  be  read  with  careful  consideration  by  all,  for  our 
professional  future  is  closely  involved.  It  may  be  true,  as  Sir  Hugh  Linstead 
said  recently,  that  all  that  can  be  asked  legally  is  that  a  pharmacist  should 
have  control  of  pharmaceutical  operations,  but  that  must  not  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  right  to  take  professional  decisions  which  are  the  prerogative 
of  the  qualification. 


Swine  flu'  virus  may  be  in  next  winter's  vaccines 


The  Department  of  Health's  advisory 
group  on  influenza  considers  it  would  be 
a  "wise  precaution"  to  incorporate  swine 
influenza  virus  in  future  anti-flu  vaccines. 

The  virus  has  re-emerged  in  the  United 
States  and  President  Ford  is  trying  to 
mount  a  national  immunisation  campaign. 
The  main  source  of  infection  is  at  an  army 
camp  and  the  illness  has  not  shown 
unusual  severity,  although  the  virus 
killed  about  20m  people  in  1918-1919. 
No  cases  have  been  isolated  in  the  UK 
yet,  but  the  advisory  group  feels  the  infec- 
tion could  spread  to  other  parts  of  the 
world  during  the  next  nine  months.  The 
group  prefers  addition  of  the  virus  to 
influenza  vaccines  rather  than  mass 
immunisation. 

The  content  of  influenza  vaccines 
depends  on  recommendations  of  the  World 
Health  Organisation  which  is  still  discuss- 
ing plans  for  this  coming  winter.  Manu- 


facturers are  waiting  for  the  WHO's 
decision,  but  both  Duncan  Flockhart  & 
Co  Ltd  and  Duphar  Laboratories  Ltd  told 
C&D  that  they  had  facilities  to  incor- 
porate swine  influenza  virus.  Duphar  said 
next  season's  vaccines  would  probably 
include  the  new  strain  of  influenza  A 
virus  which  appeared  in  Australia  and  the 
Far  East  last  winter,  but  plans  had  not 
been  finalised. 

A  spokesman  from  the  Medical  Research 
Council  said  the  composition  of  the  vac- 
cine would  depend  on  what  viruses  could 
be  combined  together  in  trials  to  be 
carried  out.  It  was  not  known  how  many 
doses  of  swine  influenza  vaccine  would 
need  to  be  given  or  whether  the  over  50s 
would  still  have  immunity  from  1918 — in 
theory  there  could  be  an  influenza  vac- 
cine without  the  swine  component  for 
these  people  and  one  with  the  new  virus 
for  younger  people. 
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News 

P  W  W  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland 

Further  discussion  on 
retention  fee  rise 


The  March  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ire- 
land gave  further  consideration  to  the 
proposed  increase  in  the  amount  of  the 
member's  retention  fee. 

The  president,  Mr  T.  G.  Eakin,  pointed 
out  that  the  Finance  Committee  had  given 
a  great  deal  of  thought  to  the  increase  in 
the  Society's  expenses  and  had  proposed 
that  the  fee  be  increased  to  £20  per 
annum.  No  further  increase  would  be 
needed,  the  Committee  estimated,  for  at 
least  four  or  five  years  and  the  existing 
debts  could  be  paid  off.  The  Committee 
had  recommended  that  a  concessionary 
rate  of  £5  per  annum  be  available  to  mem- 
bers who  resided  outside  Northern  Ireland 
and  to  members  who  had  attained  their 
65th  birthday. 

Concession  discontinued 

In  reply  to  a  question  about  a  reduced 
fee  for  members  who  worked  for  less  than 
13  weeks  in  the  year,  Mr  Eakin  said  the 
Committee  had  decided  to  discontinue 
this  concession  which  had  given  rise  to 
some  difficulty  on  occasions.  Members 
paid  the  fee  to  have  their  names  retained 
on  the  Register.  Most  of  those  who  would 
have  been  entitled  to  the  13  weeks  con- 
cession would  be  covered  by  the  age  con- 
cession. Asked  whether  a  member  over  65 
years  of  age  who  worked  full-time  would 
pay  the  reduced  fee,  Mr  Eakin  said  such 
a  member  could  work  full-time  if  he 
wished. 

The  secretary,  Mr  W.  Gorman,  said 
that  Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy  was  at  pre- 
sent on  holiday  and  that  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Northern  Ireland  Faculty  of  the  Royal 
College  of  General  Practitioners  to  Pro- 
fessor D'Arcy  had  been  sent  to  him.  The 
letter  stated  that  a  difficulty  had  arisen 
with  regard  to  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
Faculty  and  the  Society  on  April  22  next. 
The  speaker  chosen  would  be  unable  to 
attend  and  the  letter  suggested  that  the 
meeting  be  postponed  until  next  year's 
programme.  It  was  agreed  to  raise  the 
matter  with  Professor  D'Arcy  on  his 
return. 

Mr  Gorman  reported  receipt  of  a  copy 
of  each  of  the  following:  the  Skimmed 
Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment) 
Regulations  (Northern  Ireland)  1976  (SR 
NI  No  70) ;  the  Medicines  (Feeding  Stuffs 
Limits  of  Variation)  Order  1976  (SI  No 
31);  and  the  Medicines  (Animal  Feeding 
Stuffs)  (Enforcement)  Regulations  1976 
(SI  No  30).  Receipt  was  also  reported  of 
a  copy  of  a  booklet  entitled  "Prevention 
and  Health — Everybody's  Business"  (C&D, 
March  20,  p405). 

Reports  from  the  Finance  and  Law 
Committees  were  adopted.  On  the  latter 
Mr  Eakin  referred  to  a  provision  con- 


tained in  Section  16  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act  (Northern  Ireland)  1975 
which  states  that  no  one  registered  under 
the  Act  is  thereby  entitled  to  practise 
medicine  or  surgery  or  any  branch  of 
medicine  or  surgery ;  the  Committee  had 
some  difficulty  in  reconciling  that  pro- 
vision with  Section  10  (4)  of  the  Medi- 
cines Act  1968  which  allowed  a  pharma- 


NI  advance  payments 

Agreement  has  been  reached  between 
the  Northern  Ireland  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee and  the  Department  of  Health  that 
advance  payments  to  contractors  are  to  be 
increased.  The  Central  Services  Agency 
have  been  instructed  to  review  the  amount 
of  the  average  payment  for  the  latest  12 
month  period  for  which  figures  are  avail- 
able ;  the  Committee  estimate  that  should 
result  in  an  increase  ranging  from  25  to 
40  per  cent  for  each  contractor.  Payment 
of  the  new  rates  are  expected  to  be  made 
early  this  month. 

Coding  claim  discussions 

The  Committee  has  released  details  of 
its  discussions  with  the  Department  over 
the  claim  for  increased  remuneration  for 
coding  prescriptions ;  the  negotiations 
have  been  going  on  for  the  past  eight 
months,  and  it  was  announced  recently 
(C&D,  last  week,  p441)  that  agreement 
had  been  reached  to  fix  the  fee  for  1973- 
74  and  1974-75  to  0  5p  and  0  65p  per 
prescription  respectively.  Retrospective 
payments  of  the  additional  money  was  to 
be  made  in  March,  1976. 

According  to  the  Committee,  the  figure 
of  0  3p  per  prescription  had  not  been 
reviewed  since  its  introduction  in  1971. 
Statistical  evidence  supporting  a  claim 
for  an  increase  in  payment  was  supplied 
to  the  Department  and,  at  a  meeting  on 
August  22,  1975,  the  following  offer  was 
made:  From  June  1,  1973  0-40p;  1974 
0-45p;  1975  0  55p.  The  offer  wais  rejected 
and  the  Department  asked  to  take  the 
following  relevant  points  into  considera- 
tion: who  does  the  coding;  numbering 
of  prescription  forms ;  alterations  to  the 
coding  book ;  and  increased  retrospection. 

On  the  question  of  who  does  the  coding, 
the  results  of  a  survey  carried  out 
recently  by  postal  questionnaire  showed 
that  the  ratios  of  involvement  in  coding 
were : 

Owner  pharmacist  77  9  per  cent 

Qualified  assistant  15  3  percent 

Shop  assistant  7  00  per  cent 

That  differed  from  the  wrongly  assumed 
basis  that  coding  was  done  in  equal  num- 
bers by  each  of  the  categories. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  numbering  pres- 
cription  forms   greatly   assists   the  CSA 


cist  in  a  registered  pharmacy  to  counter- 
prescribe  for  a  person  who  is  present  in 
the  pharmacy.  He  thought  the  matter 
would  require  attention  when  the  Northern 
Ireland  Pharmacy  Acts  were  being  con- 
solidated. 

Mr  Eakin  also  reported  that  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Council  had  had  a  very 
successful  meeting  with  representatives  of 
the  Northern  Ireland  Veterinary  Associa- 
tion whose  representatives  were  concerned 
about  the  importation  of  veterinary  medi- 
cines and  their  indiscriminate  use  by 
farmers ;  a  real  problem  was  being  caused 
in  the  milk  industry.  Mr  W.  J.  Bolon  said 
he  felt  the  meeting  had  been  worthwhile 
and  he  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  free 
and  frank  discussions  that  took  place.  A 
serious  situation  had  developed  over  milk 
and  he  thought  the  fullest  co-operation 
between  pharmacists  and  veterinary  sur- 
geons was  essential. 


to  be  increased 

when  there  are  computer  queries,  as  iden- 
tification is  made  much  easier.  If  bundles 
of  prescription  forms  are  submitted  for 
paymenv  without  being  numbered,  the 
CSA  has  to  number  them.  Alterations  to 
the  coding  book  average  about  30  per 
month  and  are  also  part  of  the  coding 
exercise. 

Increased  retrospective  payments  were 
sought  in  view  of  the  evidence  which  had 
been  thrown  up,  and  the  Department  made 
its  increased  offer  for  1973-74  and  1974- 
75  at  a  further  meeting  on  February  11, 
1976.  The  offer  was  subsequently  accepted 
by  the  Committee,  which  also  dropped  a 
previously  claim  of  0-80p  per  prescrip- 
tion for  the  current  year  in  favour  of  a 
new  one,  backed  up  by  statistical  evidence, 
for  1  Op. 

□  The  long  awaited  new  code  book  is 
expected  to  be  issued  this  month. 

NI  chemists  remuneration 
tops  £15m  in  1975 

Chemists'  and  appliance  contractors'  NHS 
remuneration  in  Northern  Ireland  last 
year  was  nearly  £35m  more  than  in  1974. 

According  to  the  latest  prescription 
statistics  issued  last  week,  some  1,055,722 
prescriptions  (653,080  forms)  were  dis- 
pensed in  December  1975  at  a  total  cost 
of  £1,572,562  (an  average  of  £149  per 
prescription).  That  brought  the  total  num- 
ber of  prescriptions  for  the  year  to 
11,428,958— an  increase  of  over  200,000 
on  the  1974  figure  of  1 1,206,762— at  a 
cost  of  £15,957,638  (£12,470,745  in  1974). 
The  number  of  forms  increased  by  some 
131,000  to  7,163,010  and  the  average  cost 
per  prescription  over  the  whole  of  1975 
was  £139,  some  25  per  cent  higher  than 
the  1974  average  of  £111. 

Deaths 

Cosgrove:  On  March  18,  Mr  Patrick 
Gerald  Cosgrove,  MPSNI,  54  Clonard 
Gardens,  Falls  Road,  Belfast.  Mr  Cos- 
grove qualified  in  1937  and  worked  in 
various  places  in  co  Down,  including  an 
extended  period  in  Hannawin's  Medical 
Hall,  Ballynahinch.  About  20  years  ago 
he  acquired  the  Falls  Road  business. 


1976  Congress  to  be  held  in 
Killarney  next  October 
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This  year's  Pharmacy  Congress  will  be 
held  in  the  Great  Southern  Hotel, 
Killarney,  co  Kerry,  October  10-14,  last 
month's  Council  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  was  told.  It  is 
anticipated  that  overflow  accommodation 
will  be  available  in  adjoining  hotels. 

A  joint  Congress  Committee — consisting 
of  five  representatives  from  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  and  five 
representatives  from  the  Irish  Pharma- 
ceutical Union  are  currently  finalising 
proposals  for  the  programme  and  it  is 
expected  to  have  details  within  the  next 
two  months.  An  attractive  rate  for  accom- 
modation and  registration  will  be  available 
this  year. 

The  1976  congress  will  follow  the  usual 
format  of  dealing  with  the  scientific  and 
professional  aspects  of  pharmacy  while  a 
social  programme  will  also  be  arranged. 
The  president,  Dr  W.  E.  Boles,  said  a  heavy 
work-load  will  fall  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
local  organising  committee;  they  were 
grateful  to  the  Southern  Region  Pharma- 
cists' Association  for  assuming  that 
responsibility  in  co-operation  with  pharma- 
cists in  Killarney  and  adjoining  areas. 

Securities  at  pharmacies 

In  view  of  the  incidence  of  break-ins  to 
pharmacies,  the  Council  decided  to  caution 
pharmacists  on  security.  It  is  suggested 
pharmacists  contact  the  Gardai  Crime  Pre- 
vention Unit,  who  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  advise  on  security  precautions  and 
arrangements. 

On  a  proposal  from  Mr  H.  P.  Corrigan, 
seconded  by  Professor  R.  F.  Timoney, 
Council  decided  that  Mr  Sean  Hillery 
should  continue  as  the  Society's  repre- 
sentative on  the  National  Health  Council. 
The  nomination  was  made  in  response  to  a 
request  from  the  Department  of  Health 
that  the  Health  Council's  term  of  office  was 
due  to  expire  on  March  31,  and  a  new 
Council  was  to  be  appointed  for  the  period 
April  1  to  March  31,  1978. 

Correspondence  was  received  from 
International  Pharmaceutical  Federation 
concerning  the  Congress  and  General 
Assembly  being  held  in  Warsaw  next  Sep- 
tember. It  was  requested  that  the  Society 
should  nominate  one  member  to  act  on  the 
F1P  Council  and  also  appoint  three  dele- 
gates to  the  Assembly.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  any  member  of  the  Society  who 
wishes  to  attend  is  at  liberty  to  do  so;  it 
is  hoped  to  organise  a  group  to  avail  of 
special  travel  /accommodiation  rates.  In- 
terested pharmacists  are  advised  to  contact 
Mr  M.  J.  Cahill,  registrar,  for  further 
details. 

Proposing  Mr  I.  P.  O'Donnell  as  the 
Society's  representative  on  the  FIP  Council, 
Dr  Boles  said  he  had  served  Ireland  well 
in  that  capacity  for  many  years.  Accepting, 
Mr  O'Donnell  said  he  considered  it  a  great 


honour  to  be  re-appointed.  It  was  agreed, 
on  a  proposal  by  Mr  M.  F.  Walsh,  vice- 
president  that  the  three  delegates  to  the 
General  Assembly  should  be  Dr  Boles, 
Professor  R.  F.  Timoney  and  the  Society's 
registrar,  Mr  Cahill. 

This  year  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland  is  celebrating  its  50th 
anniversary.  To  mark  the  occasion  the 
Northern  Society  are  holding  a  special 
reception  towards  the  end  of  March.  Dr 
Boles,  the  former  registrar,  Mr  J.  G. 
Coleman,  and  Mr  Cahill,  had  received 
special  invitations  to  attend ;  Mr  Coleman 
is  to  be  made  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Northern  Ireland  Society  at  the  reception. 

Register  changes 

The  following  were  granted  change  of 
name  in  Registers,  marriage  certificates 
having  been  submitted:  Mrs  Philomena 
Chambers  (nee  Kelleher),  LPSI ;  Mrs  Mary 
Duncan  (nee  Burke),  LPSI ;  Mrs  Mary 
Finnegan  (nee  Linihan),  Assistant ;  and  Mrs 
Eileen  P.  Gunn  (nee  Finnemore),  Assistant. 

The  following  addresses  were  changed 
in  the  Registers:  Mrs  Hilary  C.  D. 
Buttimore,  MPSI,  to  Crestholm,  Hillcrest 
Road,  Sandyford,  co  Dublin ;  Mrs  Angela 
Mara,  MPSI,  to  82  Monkstown  Avenue, 
Monkstown,  co  Dublin ;  Mrs  Anne  Nolan, 
LPSI,  to  126  Howth  Road,  Clontarf, 
Dublin  3;  Mr  David  J.  Butler,  LPSI,  to 
"Katoomba",  O'Connell  Avenue,  Limerick  ; 
Mr  Timothy  A.  Mara,  MPSI,  to  82  Monks- 
town  Avenue,  Monkstown,  co  Dublin;  Mr 
Michael  J.  O'Donoghue,  MPSI,  to  36 
Leopardstown  Drive,  Foxrock,  co  Dublin ; 
Mr  Gerald  F.  O'Halloran,  RD,  to  135A 
Cork  Street,  Dublin  8;  Mrs  Bridget  M. 
Gilligan,  Assistant,  to  Carriglong,  Tra- 
more,  co  Waterford ;  Mrs  Elizabeth  A. 
Ryan,  Assistant,  to  159  Glendale,  Leixlip, 
co  Kildare. 

Mrs  Kathleen  M.  Delaney  (nee 
Donnellan),  Assistant,  and  Mrs  Rita  A. 
Fitzgerald  (nee  Mc  Enroy),  Assistant,  were 
restored  to  the  Register.  The  following 
were  elected  as  Members  of  the  Society: 
Catherine  Golden,  Doreen  Leeman,  Sheila 
McNelis,  Patricia  Mulligan,  Johanna 
Murphy,  Paul  J.  Murphy,  Ann  Sheehy,  and 
Joan  Redmond. 

Membership  nominations 

The  following  were  nominated  for 
membership  of  the  Society:  Mrs  Nora 
Gray,  LPSI,  1  Bishopscourt  Lawn,  Wilton, 
Cork;  Mr  Thomas  R.  Kehoe,  LPSI,  24 
Olivemount  Grove,  Milltown,  Dublin  14; 
Mr  Robert  J.  Magnier,  LPSI,  O'Connell 
Square,  Ennis,  co  Clare;  Mr  James 
O'Farrell,  LPSI,  "Madig"',  Belgrove  Lawn, 
Chapelizod,  co  Dublin ;  and  Mr  Thomas 
O'Fearraigh,  Leac  Amuigh,  Leifear,  co 
Donegal. 

The  death  of  Mr  Michael  J.  Cullen, 
LPSI,  was  noted  with  regret. 
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News  in  brief 


□  A  study  is  being  carried  out  to  see  if 
polluted  air  is  damaging  plants  in  the 
Chelsea  Physic  Garden,  London. 

□  So  far  267  local  price  survey  schemes 
have  been  approved  by  the  Department 
of  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection. 

□  Chemist  contractors  in  England  during 
October  1975  dispensed  some  24,035,052 
prescriptions  (14,725,025  forms)  at  a  total 
cost  of  £29,300,096— an  average  of  £122 
per  prescription. 

□  Naprosyn,  introduced  into  the  UK  in 
October  1973  by  Syntex  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  has  been  cleared  by  the  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  for  marketing  in 
the  United  States. 

□  The  Campaign  for  Independence  in 
Medicine  is  sending  general  practitioners 
publicity  material — lapel  badges,  car 
stickers,  leaflets  and  posters — carrying  the 
message  "Patient  before  politics". 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  for  all  items 
for  February  17,  1976  was  149  8  (January 
1974  =  100),  representing  an  increase  of 
13  per  cent  on  the  previous  month  and 
22  9  per  cent  over  the  year. 

□  Sherwood  Medical  Industries  Ltd, 
Crawley,  Surrey,  distributors  of  disposable 
medical  products,  have  been  granted  the 
Distributive  Industry  Training  Board's 
Distributive  Training  Award. 

□  Revision  of  the  Scottish  Drug  Tarriff, 
effective  April  I  affects  a  wide  variety 
of  items  and  the  oxygen  therapy 
service.  Among  tablets  the  terms  for 
glyceryl  trinitrate,  mepacrine,  meprobamate 
and  phthalysulphathiazole  are  changed. 

□  The  Companies  Registration  Office  for 
England  and  Wales  moves  to  Cardiff  this 
month.  The  move,  which  starts  on  April  5, 
is  expected  to  be  complete  by  the  middle 
of  1977,  and  is  the  latest  stage  in  the 
office's  modernisation,  which  includes  the 
transfer  of  company  files  onto  microfilm. 
New  arrangements  are  described  in  a 
leaflet  available  from  Room  514A,  Com- 
panies House,  55  City  Road,  London  EC1. 

□  Over  100  award  winning  photographs 
in  colour  and  black-and-white  from  the 
41st  Kodak  international  salon — the  com- 
pany's annual  competition  for  Kodak 
employees  throughout  the  world — will  be 
on  show  at  the  Kodak  photographic  gal- 
lery, southern  sales  centre,  246  High  Hol- 
born,  London  WC1,  April  28-May  21, 
9.00  am-5.00  pm  daily,  Mondays  to  Fri- 
days. Admission  is  free. 

□  Grants  awarded  to  the  University  of 
Glasgow  by  the  Cancer  Research  Cam- 
paign recently  include  £15,619  to  Professor 
W.  F.  H.  Jarrett,  Department  of  Veterinary 
Pathology,  for  studies  on  the  epidemiology 
of  leukaemia  and  vaccination  against  the 
disease,  and  £7,875  to  Professor  R.  M.  S. 
Smellie,  Department  of  Biochemistry,  for 
a  project  on  the  influence  of  steroid 
hormonss  on  growth  in  normal  and 
abnormal  human  breast  tissue. 


3  April  1976 

New 


Shaving 

Schick  II  launched 

Richard  Hudnut  are  launching  Schick  II 
Twin  injector  blades  (5-bIade  injector, 
£0-55)  to  fit  all  injector  razors  and  give 
a  significantly  closer  shave  than  standard 
injector  blades  and  traditional  double- 
edge  blades.  A  special  Schick  II  razor 
pack  is  also  being  launched,  combining 
the  five  Twin  blade  injector  with  a  special 
injector  razor  (£1  -25). 

The  introduction  is  supported  by  a 
trade  discount  on  both  Schick  II  Twin 
injector  blades  and  the  razor  pack,  and  a 
national  Press  advertising  campaign  will 
commence  in  June. 

All  razor  packs  will  carry  an  uncondi- 
tional guarantee  of  satisfaction  and  the 
customer  will  be  entitled  to  a  complete 
refund  of  the  razor  purchase  price  if  not 
satisfied  with  his  shave.  Each  razor  pack 
also  contains  a  15p  coupon  redeemable 
against  the  purchase  of  Schick  II  Twin 
blades.  Both  the  razor  and  the  blades  are 
available  in  display  pre-packs,  one  con- 
taining six  razors  and  the  blades  pre-pack 
containing  one  dozen  injectors. 

The  makers  believe  the  launch  will 
increase  total  Schick  injector  blade  sales 
by  converting  lapsed  or  irregular  injector 
blade  purchasers  back  to  the  injector 
system,  and  by  attracting  new  users, 
through  Schick  II  razor  purchase  (Richard 
Hudnut  Ltd,  Chestnut  Avenue,  Eastleigh, 
Hampshire  S05  3ZQ). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Coty  summer  fragrance 

A  new  summer  time  fragrance  from  Coty, 
Cool  Spell,  is  described  as  a  fresh  out- 
door scent  with  floral  overtones.  It  is 
presented  as  gel  Cologne  (£0-95)  and 
spray  Cologne  (£1-25)  and  will  be  avail- 
able for  sale  from  mid-May  (Coty  Ltd, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex). 

Runaway  Roses 

Estee  Lauder  has  designed  a  new  makeup 
collection,  Runaway  Roses,  as  "the  perfect 
accessory"  to  the  bright  fashions  expected 
in  the  next  six  months. 

Included  are  Re-Nutriv  rich  lipstick 
(£1-80)  in  rose  peony,  rose  carnation, 
tawny  rose;  tender  lip  tint  (£1-65)  in 
strawberry  rose,  romany  rose;  soft  film 
compact  rouge  (£2-50)  in  rosy  morning, 
brandied  rose;  tender  blusher  (£2-80)  in 
freshwater  rose,  really  rosy;  pressed  eye- 
lid shadow  (£3-25)  in  rose  lilac/rose 
amethyst,  rose  star/garnet  rose;  and 
lustrous  nail  lacquer  (£1-35)  in  rose 
heather,  cafe  rose. 

Another  new  creation  is  tender  matte 
makeup  (125oz  tube,  £3  75)  formulated  to 
provide  a  shineless  complexion  without 
adding  opacity.  It  comes  in  shell  matte, 
natural   matte,  new   beige  matte,  sunny 


matte,  almond  matte,  and  bronze  matte 
(Estee  Lauder  Cosmetics  Ltd,  71 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X  0BH). 

Kohl  and  Terra  colour 

Max  Factor  have  introduced  Kohl  colour 
for  eyes  in  four  shimmering  shades: 
smoky  blue,  dusky  green,  sultry  brown 
and  soft  black.  Kohl  colour  for  eyes  is 
presented  either  in  loose  powder  form  in 
a  clay  coloured  urn  with  a  sponge  tip  rod 
applicator  (£0-95)  or  in  pressed  powder 
form  (£0-75)  in  a  circular  clay  coloured 
stemmed  palette  with  snap-on  transparent 
lid.  To  complete  the  "authentic  eastern 
theme"  for  eyes,  Max  Factor  are  also 
introducing  Kohl  eye  liner  pencils  (£0  45) 
in  the  same  four  shades. 

Terra  colour  for  cheeks  (£0  80)  is  avail- 
able in  two  authentic  shades:  terracotta 
and  cinnabar  red  whilst  Terra  colour  for 
lips  (£0  70)  is  also  presented  in  a  clay- 
coloured,  circular  palette.  There  are  four 
burnished  shades,  glistening  with  gold 
lights,  to  be  applied  with  fingertip  or 
brush:  cinnabar,  sienna,  terra  bronze,  and 
moroccan  pink. 

For  a  well-defined  lip  line  outside  the 
Terra  Colour  for  lips,  Max  Factor  intro- 
duce lip  liner  pencils  (£0-45),  in  two 
shades,  to  tone  with  lip  colour  and  match 
Terra  Colour  for  cheeks — cinnabar  and 
sienna. 

Max  Factor  are  adding  to  the  Swedish 
Formula  hypoallergenic  skin  care  collec- 
tion enriched  night  concentrate,  slightly 
richer  than  enriched  nourising  creme  and 
then  more  suitable  for  drier  skin  (trial 
size  13g  tube,  £0-20;  standard  size  25cc, 
£1-30).  To  the  Swedish  Formula  make  up 
range  is  added  purified  cover-up  cream 
(£1-25)  in  two  shade  combinations.  Both 
for  sale  from  mid-April  (Max  Factor  Ltd, 
16  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X  4BP). 

Sundries 

Personalised  tooih  brushes 

Tooth  brushes  in  two  handle  colours,  pink 
with  girls'  names  and  blue  with  boys' 
names  embossed  in  gold  (£0  30)  are  being 
offered  by  Picture  Prints. 

The  brush  is  a  long  head  nylon  type 
with  tufts  in  two  textures  anchored  with 
silver  nickel  wire.  The  company  which 
has  a  wide  experience  in  the  gift  trade  for 
personalised  items  also  offers  combs  in 
personalised  cases.  Display  stands  are  avail- 
able (Picture  Prints,  King  Road,  Swanage, 
Dorset). 
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Photographic 

Paul  Plus  additions 

Products  introduced  recently  by  Paul  Plus 
Ltd  include  new  slide  projector,  meter, 
and  tripod  models  and  a  pocket  camera 
case. 

The  Plusjector  150D  (£12 -25)  comes 
basically  with  a  push-pull  slide  carrier  for 
5x5cm  slides,  /2  8,  85mm  all  glass  lens, 
and  takes  a  150  watt  bulb.  It  can,  how- 
ever be  changed  over  to  film  strip  opera- 
tion by  use  of  an  optional  attachment 
(£2-50)  which  replaces  the  carrier;  it  will 
show  horizontal  film  strips  and  has  dual 
rotating  controls.  Another  attachment 
(£14  87)  turns  the  projector  into  a  disco- 
theque lighting  projector  with  a  liquid 
effect  wheel  driven  by  a  built-in  motor. 

The  Plusmeter  130  Cds  meter  (£10  00) 
has  a  built-in  facility  for  measuring 
incident  as  well  as  reflected  light.  It  covers 
film  speeds  from  1  /2,000th  to  120  sec, 
apertures  from  /l  -4  to  /45,  and  film 
speeds  from  6  to  6,400  ASA.  Other 
features  include  exposure  value  range 
from  —4  to  +20;  a  movie  scale  covering 
8  to  64  frames  a  second ;  lanyard  and 
protective  case. 

The  new  Elevator  tripod  (£11-52)  is 
styled  in  black  with  three  stage  legs  and 
crank  operated  elevating  column.  Closing 
down  to  53  5cm,  it  stands  106cm  high 
when  fully  erect,  and  the  centre  column 
extends  a  further  127cm.  The  head  has 
three  movements  —  the  platform  can  be 
locked  in  any  position  —  and  other 
features  are  rubber  tipped  feet,  three  stage 
ring-locked  legs  and  "cushioned"  table. 

The  110  Combi  case  (£1-10)  is  designed 
for  the  Instaplus  1 10  or  other  cameras  of 
similar  dimensions.  Finished  in  dark 
brown  with  a  zip  open  top,  it  has  room 
for  a  camera  and  flashgun,  spare  films  and 
flash  cubes.  In  addition  the  case  is  pro- 
vided with  a  flap  for  fitting  over  a  trouser 
belt  (Paul  Plus  Ltd,  Hempstalls  Lane, 
Newcastle,  Staffs). 

7  70  camera  with  flash  unit 

A  110  format  camera  which  features  fully 
automatic  metering  and  matching  elec- 
tronic flash  unit  has  been  introduced  by 
Mayfair  Photographic. 

The  Sedic  44X  (about  £40)  incorporates 
a  focusing  control  on  top  of  the  camera 
which  sets  the  /5-6,  26 -5mm,  three 
element  lens  to  one  of  three  positions — 
for  close-ups  (3-6ft),  groups  (6-1 5ft)  and 
distance  shots  (12ft  to  infinity).  There  is 
also  an  indicator  signal  in  case  the  close- 
up  setting  is  used  accidentally.  The  electric 
eye  metering  system  controls  the  shutter 
over  a  range  1 /300th  to  10  sec,  and  other 
features  include  optical  bright-frame  view- 
finder  with  close-up  compensation  guide, 
positive  shutter  release,  cable  release 
socket  and  tripod  bush. 

The  matching  flashgun,  which  also 
comes  with  the  camera  along  with  wrist 
strap  and  instructions,  is  clipped  on  to  the 
hot  shoe  attachment  at  one  end  of  the 
camera,  automatically  setting  the  shutter 
speed  to  1  /60th  sec  to  cover  a  flash  range 
5- 10ft.  Matching  the  camera's  style  of 
matt  black  with  "satin  steel"  look  trim, 
the  unit  incorporates  on-off  switch,  test 
button  and  neon  signal  light ;  it  is  powered 
from  two  penlight  batteries  (Mayfair 
Photographic  Supplies  (London)  Ltd. 
Hempstalls  Lane,  Newcastle,  Staffs). 
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Resorption 


INTROPIN  injection 

Manufacturer  Arnar-Stone  Laboratories, 
division  of  American  Hospital  Supply 
(UK)  Ltd,  Station  Road,  Didcot,  Oxford- 
shire OX  II  7NP 

Description  Clear,  colourless,  aqueous 
solution  of  dopamine  hydrochloride  40mg 
per  ml,  equivalent  to  32  96mg  dopamine 
base,  and  1  per  cent  sodium  bisulphite 
Indications  Correction  of  haemodynamic 
imbalances  in  circulatory  decompensation 
states,  including  shock,  associated  with 
myocardial  infarction,  trauma,  endotoxic 
septicaemia,  open  heart  surgery,  renal 
iailure,  chronic  cardiac  decompensation 
Contraindications  Phaeochromocytoma. 
Uncorrected  tachyarrhythmias  or  ventri- 
cular fibrillation 

Dosage  5ml  diluted  with  250  or  500ml 
sterile  intravenous  solution  (see  below). 
Usually  administered  at  2mcg/kg/min 
initially,  5mcg/kg/min  in  more  seriously 
ill  patients.  See  literature 
Precautions  Hypovolaemia  should  first  be 
corrected  with  whole  blood  or  plasma. 
Constant  monitoring  of  blood  volume, 
urine  flow,  cardiac  output  and  blood  pres- 
sure required.  Patients  treated  with  mono- 
amine oxidase  inhibitors  prior  to 
dopamine  will  require  reduced  dosage. 
May  be  used  in  pregnancy  when  expected 
benefits  outweigh  potential  risk  to  foetus. 
Safely  in  children  not  established.  If 
marked  decrease  in  pulse  pressure, 
infusion  rate  should  be  decreased.  Patients 
with  history  of  occlusive  vascular  disease 
should  be  monitored  closely  for  changes 
in  colour  or  temperature  of  skin  in 
extremities.  Extreme  caution  needed  in 
patients  inhaling  cyclopropane  or  halo- 
genated  hydrocarbon  anaesthetics 
Side  effects  Ectopic  beats,  nausea,  vomit- 
ing, tachycardia,  anginal  pain,  palpitation, 
dyspnoea,  headache,  hypotension  and 
vasoconstriction.  Infrequently,  aberrant 
conduction,  bradycardia,  piloerection, 
widened  QRS  complex,  azotaemia  and 
elevated  blood  pressure  may  occur 
Storage  Protect  from  light,  do  not  use  if 
discoloured.  Avoid  contact  with  alkalis, 
oxidising  agents  or  iron  salts.  Stable  for 
24  hours  on  dilution 

Dispensing  diluent  Sodium  chloride  injec- 
tion, dextrose  5  per  cent  injection,  dex- 
trose and  sodium  chloride  injection  5  per 
cent   dextrose  in   0-45  per  cent  sodium 
chloride    solution,    dextrose    in  lactated 
Ringer    solution,     sodium     lactate  (1/6 
molar)   injection,  lactated   Ringer's  injec- 
tion. Inactivated  in  alkaline  diluents 
Packs  20x5ml  ampoules  (£49  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  April  1976 

LIPRINAL  capsules 

Manufacturer  Bristol  Laboratories,  divi- 
sion of  Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd,  Stamford 
House,  Langley  SL3  6EB 


Description  Yellow,  soft  gelatin  capsules 
each  containing  clofibrate  500mg 
Indications  Patients  with  abnormal  lipid 
patterns  such  as  hypertriglyceridaemias, 
carbohydrate-induced  hyperlipidaemia, 
hyperlipidaemias  associated  with  diabetes 
or  exudative  retinopathy,  hypercholestero- 
laemias.  Angina 

Contraindications  Impaired  renal  or  hepa- 
tic function.  First  trimester  of  pregnancy 
Dosage  Adults  only — up  to  2g  daily  in 
two  or  four  equally  divided  doses 
Precautions  Dosage  of  anticoagulants 
should  be  reduced  by  one-third  to  one- 
half  with  frequent  prothrombin  deter- 
minations until  levels  stabilised 
Side  effects  Transient  nausea  and  other 
gastro-intestinal  disturbances.  Slight  tran- 
sient elevations  of  serum  glutamic  trans- 
aminases and  creatine  phosphokinase  have 
been  seen,  without  hepatocellular  damage, 
although  use  has  been  associated  with 
increased  incidence  of  gall  stones. 
Occasionally  myalgia,  headache,  dizziness, 
fatigue 

Storage  Protect  from  light 

Packs  Bottles  of  250  capsules  (£6  82  trade) 

Issued  April  1976 


MEXITIL  capsules  and  injection 

Manufacturer  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd, 
Southern  Industrial  Estate,  Bracknell, 
Berks  RG12  4YS 

Description  Capsules — red  hard  gelatine, 
imprinted  "200mg"  and  company  symbol, 
containing  mexiletine  hydrochloride  200 
mg;  imprinted  "50mg"  and  company 
symbol,  containing  mexiletine  hydro- 
chloride 50mg.  Injection  —  mexiletine 
hydrochloride  250mg  in  10ml  ampoules 
Indications  Treatment  of  existing  or  antici- 
pated ventricular  arrhythmias  and  ectopic 
beats  after  myocardial  infarction  and  in 
ischaemic  heart  disease.  Also  arrhythmias 
induced  by  digitalis  or  other  drugs  and 
for  idiopathic  and  other  arrhythmic  states 
Dosage  Capsules  —  initially  400-600mg, 
followed  after  two  hours  by  200-250mg 
three  or  four  times  daily.  Delay  of  oral 
absorption  by  opiates  may  be  countered 
by  giving  600mg  initially.  Injection — intra- 
venous use  only.  As  a  guide,  100-250mg 
given  slowly  over  5-10  minutes,  followed 
by  infusion  of  250mg  over  one  hour  and 
further  250mg  over  two  hours,  thereafter 
about  lmg  per  minute.  See  literature 
Precautions  Patients  with  conduction 
defect,  bradycardia,  hypotension  or 
cardiac,  renal  or  hepatic  failure  should 
be  carefully  monitored.  ECG,  blood  pres- 
sure and  routine  laboratory  monitoring 
advisable.  Withdrawal  should  be  gradual. 
Should  not  be  given  in  pregnancy  unless 
essential 

Side  effects  Nausea,  vomiting,  indigestion, 
unpleasant  taste,  hiccoughs,  drowsiness, 
confusion,  dizziness,  dysarthria,  diplopia, 
nystagmus,  ataxia,  tremor,  paraesthesiae, 
lightheadedness,  blurred  vision,  hypoten- 
sion, sinus  bradycardia,  atrial  fibrillation, 
palpitations.  Potentiation  of  Parkinsonism 
tremor 

Dispensing  diluent  Isotonic  saline,  glucose, 
sodium  bicarbonate,  sodium  lactate,  and 
laevulose  infusion  solutions 
Packs  100  capsules— 50mg  (£3  26  trade) 
and  200mg  (£7-83).  Five  ampoules  (£4-90) 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  April  1976 


MOTIPRESS  tablets 

Manufacturer  E.  R.  Squibb  and  Sons  Ltd, 
Regal  House,  Twickenham,  Middlesex 
TWI  3QT 

Description  Yellow  triangular  -  shaped, 
sugar-coated  tablet  containing  nortripty- 
line hydrochloride  equivalent  to  30mg 
nortriptyline  base,  and  fluphenazine 
hydrochloride  15  nig 

Indications  Mild  to  moderate  mixed 
anxiety  /depression,  phobic  states  and  in 
conditions  where  loss  of  concentration, 
interest  and  pleasure  are  a  problem 
Contraindications  History  of  grand  mal  or 
organic  brain  damage.  Should  not  be 
given  concurrently  with  nor  within  two 
weeks  of  treatment  with  monoamine 
oxidase  inhibitors 

Dosage  Adults  only — one  daily,  prefer- 
ably before  retiring 

Precautions  Care  in  glaucoma,  pregnancy, 
or  patients  with  propensity  for  urinary 
retention.  May  interact  with  central  ner- 
vous depressants.  May  diminish  antihyper- 
tensive effect  of  adrenergic  blocking  agents 
and  could  potentiate  pressor  response  to 
locally  injected  sympathomimetics 
Side  effects  Dryness  of  mouth,  drowsiness, 
faintness,  constipation,  tachycardia,  nasal 
congestion,  blurred  vision  and  excitement 
may  occur 

Storage  At  room  temperautre 

Packs  Calendar  pack  of  28  tablets  (£2.30 

trade).  Bottles  of  250  tablets  (£19  60) 

Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B 

Issued  April  1976. 

NITROCONTIN  tablets 

Manufacturer  Napp  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Hill  Farm  Avenue,  Leavesden,  Watford 
WD2  7RA 

Description  Pink  controlled  release  tablets 
marked  "Napp"  one  side,  "NC"  the  other, 
containing  glyceryl  trinitrate  2  6mg  and 
6  -4mg 

Indications  Prophylaxis  of  angina  pectoris 
Contraindications  Cerebral  haemorrhage, 
brain  trauma,  incipient  glaucoma 
Dosage  Initially  2-6mg  twice  daily,  one  in 
the  morning  and  one  at  night,  swallowed 
whole.  May  be  increased  to  6-4mg  twice 
daily,  or  in  severe  cases  to  6-4mg  three 
times  daily 

Side  effects  Transient  "nitrite  headache" 
incidence  diminished  by  controlled  release 
formulation 

Packs    100   tablets^2.6mg   (£2-15  trade) 
and  6  4mg  (£2  85) 
Issued  April  1976 

Notes  From  April  5  this  preparation 
replaces  Nitrolan  tablets  which  may  be 
returned  to  wholesalers  for  credit 

PACITRON  tablets 

Manufacturer  Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Station  Road,  Shalford,  Guildford,  Surrey 
GU4  8HE 

Description  Film-coated,  oblong,  orange- 
yellow  tablet  marked  "PCT  500"  contain- 
ing 1-tryptophan  500mg 
Indications  Endogenous  and  reactive 
depression.  Depressive  phases  of  manic- 
depressive  psychosis 

Contraindications  Pregnancy  and  lactation 
Dosage  Adults  only — two  tablets  three 
times  daily,  preferably  eight-hourly,  last 
dose  before  bed.  May  be  increased  to  12 

Continued  on  p491 
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Hell  tell  you  why  these  soothers 
conform  to  the  new  British  Standard. 


Because  Griptight  are  the  only  soothers  that  conform  to  his  standards. 


He  may  not  be  able  to  explain  the 
technicalities.  But  he's  found  that  they're 
comfortable,  safe,  and  after  much  determined 
use,  extremely  strong. 

His  mum  is  also  delighted  with  the  safety, 


V 


hygiene,  reliability  and  strength  of  Griptight 
soothers.  All  of  which  show  why  Griptight 
Hushmaster,  Orthodontic  and  Flexi-ring  are 
produced  to  the  new  British  Standards  and 
set  a  new  level  of  soother  safety. 


Griptight  Hushmaster. 

Revolutionary  all  rubber 
one  piece  soother. 
With  better  mouthpiece, 
extra  large  shield  and  new 
handpiece.  Soft  yet  strong. 
And  because  it  can  be 
boiled— very  hygienic. 


Griptight  Orthodontic. 

Scientifically  designed  to 
improve  palate  development, 
help  breathing  and  prevent 
colic. Can  be  boiled  and  still 
withstand  a  pull  of  14lbs. 

Griptight  Flexi-ring. 

With  new  miracle  hinge.  ■ 
Virtually  unbreakable, 
the  hinge  has  been  test-    J' ' 
ed  to  withstand  50,000 
flexes.  Pure  latex  teat 
takes  a  22  lb.  pull  even 
after  repeated  boilings. 
The  Flexi-ring  is  also 
available  as  a  rattle 
soother. 


Griptight  Soothers 

Stock  and  sell  Griptight,  the  soothers  that  protect 
your  good  name  and  your  profits. 

Order  now  from  your  usual  wholesaler-and  don't 
forget  the  other  Griptight  products:  Fref lo  Teats,  Fref  lo 
^  Bottles,  Sof 'down  and  Super  Sof 'down  Disposable 

Nappies  and  Sof 'down  Tiepants. 

•  <  *  Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Limited, 

Home  Sales  Department,  144  Oakf  ield  Road,  Selly  Oak, 
Birmingham  B29  7EE.Tel:  021^472421  l.Telex:  33S666. 

?  1         s.  -       -'■  ■  ;        ^    A —   —   " 
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USIVE 


X 


R  MEMBERS 


While  Stocks  Last 


To:    J.  A.  L.  Speller,  General  Sales  Manager, 

UniChem  Limited,  Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


How  do  I  become  a  UniChem  Shareholder 
and  GROW  with  UniChem? 


DATE 
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the 
Sweda  450 

stands  alone... 


The  Sweda  450. . . 

. . .  has  many  exciting  features  that  make  day-to-day 
retailing  much  better  informed  and  infinitely  more 
competitive :  Electronic  techniques  allow  you  to  analyse 
your  sales  by  product  or  departments  according  to  your 
needs.  Such  transactions  as  cash  sales,  cheque  sales 
and  charge  sales  give  vital,  daily  cash-flow  information. 
Cash-in-drawerdeclaration,  voids,  trading  coupons  and 
returns  are  strictly  under  management  control. 


The  Sweda  450. . . 

...  in  spite  of  its  sophistication  is  supremely  simple 

and  operates  at  electronic  speed.  It  has  a  keyboard 
similar  to  the  widely  used  pocket  calculator,  that  is 
'buffered'  to  allow  entries  to  be  keyed  as  fast  as  the 
operator  can  make  them.  It  has  a  cashier's  illuminated 
display  that  shows  each  digit  as  it  is  entered  so  that 
keyboard  errors  are  quickly  seen  and  corrected.  It  has  a 
customer's  illuminated  display  that  can  be  either  at  the 
rear  or  at  the  side  of  the  register — a  special  feature 
creating  customer  confidence  and  goodwill  by  providing 
easy,  eye-level  checking  of  items  at  the  Point-of-Sale. 


The  Sweda  450 . . . 

. .  .virtually  eliminates  delays  particularly  those 
normally  associated  with  discounts,  with  VAT,  with 
trading  coupons  and  the  registration  of  a  series  of 
identical  items;  change  due  is  automatically  calculated 
and  displayed,  with  every  detail  of  the  transaction  neatly 
printed  on  the  customer's  receipt. 


. . .  a  powerful  electronic 
k     cash  register  that, 
Jj|^  independent  of  any 
computer,  provides 
capabilities  and 
controls  far  beyond 
those  previously 
obtainable. 


The  Sweda  450 . . . 

. . .  has  been  designed  to  improve  efficiency  and 
profitability  of  every  conceivable  retail  outlet  from  corner 
shop  to  hypermarket. 


The  Sweda  450  . . . 

. . .  can  cost  less  than  a  conventional 
electro-mechanical  cash  register.  Quality  and  flexibility 
have  always  been  outstanding  features  of  all  Sweda 
Products  and  are  now,  in  this  Electronics  era,  more  so 
than  ever. 


To:  Sweda  International,  27  Goswell  Road,  London 
EC1 M  7AL.  Tel :  01  -253  3090. 

Please  let  me  know  all  about  the  Sweda  450. 


Name . 


Trading  as 
Address  _ 


Tel:. 


Type  of  business. 


CD  34 


m  SWEDA 


3  April  1976 

Prescription  Specialities 


Continued  from  p486 

daily.  When  given  with  monoamine 
oxidase  inhibitors  —  one  daily  for  first 
week,  two  daily  for  second,  then  normal 
dosage  but  should  be  discontinued  if 
headache  or  blurring  of  vision  occurs 
Precautions  Should  not  replace  standard 
management  in  patients  with  severe 
depression  or  risk  of  suicide.  When  taken 
with  MAOIs  may  provoke  reaction 
resembling  alcohol  intoxication.  May 
cause  drowsiness  so  patients  should  be 
warned  to  avoid  driving  or  handling 
machinery.  After  six  months  at  full 
dosage,  patient's  condition  should  be  re- 
assessed with  a  view  to  lowering  or  dis- 
continuing treatment.  Full  effect  may  not 
develop  for  two  or  three  weeks 
Side  effects  Nausea,  usually  relieved  by 
taking  after  food 

Packs  Securitainers  of  100  tablets  (£5  68 
trade) 

Issued  April  1976 

RHEUMOX  capsules 

Manufacturer  A.  H.  Robins  Co  Ltd,  Red- 
kiln  Way,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH13 
5QP 

Description  Two-tone  orange  size  1  cap- 
sule marked  "AHR  Rheumox"  containing 
azapropazone  300mg 

Indications  Treatment  of  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  ankylosing  spondylitis,  non- 
inflammatory osteoarthrosis  and  painful 
musculoskeletal  conditions 
Contraindications  Overt  renal  dysfunction 
Dosage  Usually  one  four  times  daily 
initially.  May  be  reduced  during  long- 
term  administration  according  to  response 
Precautions  Constant  supervision  of 
patients  with  history  of  peptic  ulcer  is 
recommended.  While  studies  have  shown 
there  is  no  hazard  to  patients  on  anti- 
coagulants, it  is  suggested  that  prothrom- 
bin determinations  should  be  carried  out 
regularly  on  such  patients.  Safety  in 
human  pregnancy  not  established 
Side  effects  Gastro-intestinal  upset,  occa- 
sional skin  rashes  or  angio-neurotic 
oedema 

Storage  Protect  from  light 
Packs  100  capsules  (£5-88  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 
scription only 
Issued  April  1976 

Notes  Azapropazone  is  a  non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory  analgesic.  Gastric  blood 
loss  in  patients  taking  the  drug  has  been 
found  similar  to  that  in  untreated  patients 

Contrast  media  renamed 

Trade  names  of  all  the  urographic  and 
angiographic  contrast  media  from  Scher- 
ing  Chemicals  Ltd,  pharmaceutical  divi- 
sion, The  Brow,  Burgess  Hill,  West  Sus- 
sex RH15  9NE,  have  been  standardised 
to  Urografin.  A  suffix  indicating  the 
approximate  iodine  concentration  in  mg/ 
ml  differentiates  between  each  medium. 
A  4  X  5  X  20  ml  ampoule  pack  of  Uro- 
grafin 325  (58  per  cent),  formerly  Uro- 
vison  (£12-14  trade),  and  a  4  X  5  X  20 
ml  ampoule  pack  of  Urografin  310  M 
(£11-56),  formerly  Angiografin,  have  been 
introduced. 


Trade 


Vestric  promotions  and  competition 

Vestric  are  to  run  an  exclusive  promotion 
on  Napp  Laboratories  insecticide  products 
during  April.  The  bonus  offer  will  give  an 
extra  12j  per  cent  discount  on  bonus 
parcels  containing  Prioderm  lotion  (55ml) 
and  shampoo  (18g)  and  Esoderm  lotion 
(55ml)  and  shampoo  (20g  and  300g).  There 
will  also  be  a  competition  quiz  for  the 
chemist  sales  staff  on  head  infestation  and 
its  treatment.  To  qualify,  the  pharmacist 
must  order  one  bonus  parcel  for  each 
entry.  First  prize  will  be  a  Kodak  Tele- 
lnstamatic  430  outfit  and  there  will  be  10 
runner-up  prizes  of  Kodak  Tele-Instamatic 
330  outfits.  Bonus  offer  orders  must  be 
received  before  April  30,  while  the  closing 
date  for  the  competition  is  May  14.  Full 
information  is  available  from  Vestric 
branches. 

Other  products  on  Vestric  national  pro- 
motions for  April  include:  Elastoplast 
adhesive  bandages  and  boil  dressings ; 
Grecian  2000  and  Lady  Grecian  2000; 
Camay  soap  ;  Joy  Rides  ;  Divi-dent ;  Paddi 
Pads ;  Close-up  toothpaste ;  Pears 
shampoo;  Mimosept  Comfort;  Pearl 
drops ;  Scholl  foot  refresher  spray,  anti- 
perspirant  deodorant  spray,  antiperspirant 
deodorant  powder,  foot  deodorant  spray, 
and  rough  skin  remover;  Wilkinson 
bonded  blades  and  Wilkinson  razor  plus 
two  blades  (blister  pack) ;  Kleenex  Chiefs 
and  Kleenex  pop-up  tissues;  Silvikrin 
hairspray  ;  Aquafresh  toothpaste  ;  Amami ; 
Silvikrin  Natures  Riches;  Palmolive 
shampoo  ;  Us  roller ;  Nice  'n'  Easy ;  Born 
Blonde  lightener;  Twice-as-lasting  and 
Twice-as-lasting  Quickset. 

Kolanticon  gel  pack  change 

The  Kolanticon  gel  150ml  pack  is  now 
replaced  by  a  125ml  pack  (£0-28  trade). 
Merrell  division,  Richardson-Merrell  Ltd, 
20  Queensmere,  Slough,  Berks  SL1  1YY, 
advise  pharmacists  to  exhaust  stocks  of 
the  old  pack  before  supplying  the  125ml 
as  they  will  not  accept  stocks  back  for 
credit. 

Covermark  distribution 

Distribution  of  Covermark  cosmetic 
camouflage  preparations  is  being  handled 
by  Medexport  Ltd,  76  Wells  Street, 
London  WIP  3RE,  from  April  1.  Orders 
and  inquiries  for  training  should  be 
addressed  to  Medexport,  but  technical 
inquiries  should  continue  to  be  sent  to 
Stiefel  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd,  Slough, 
Berks,  who  market  Covermark  in  the  UK. 

Xylocard  10  per  cent  IM  price 

Astra  Chemicals  Ltd,  PO  box  117,  King 
George's  Avenue,  Watford,  Herts,  now 
state  that  the  basic  trade  price  for  5x3ml 
pre-loaded  syringes  of  Xylocard  10  per 
cent  intramuscular  injections  is  £5-50.  and 
not  as  they  had  previously  stated  (C&D, 
March  20,  p414). 


Chemist  &  Druggist  491 


Self-sterilising  cloth  in  consumer  pack 

A  consumer  pack  of  the  self-sterilising 
cloth  Exterma-germ  is  being  introduced 
nationally  by  Exterma-germ  Products  Ltd 
through  distributors  Waissel's  Ltd,  Mark 
Brown's  Wharf,  Potters  Fields,  Tooley 
Street,  London  SE1  2LF. 

The  cloths,  which  were  introduced  last 
year  for  use  in  hospitals,  surgeries  and 
hotels  [C&D,  October  25,  1975,  p527)— 
are  made  from  non-woven  fabric  and 
impregnated  with  a  germicide  coded 
STX  470.  It  is  claimed  that  the  cloths  are 
active  against  most  bacteria  and  fungi  and 
will  self-sterilise  for  about  seven  to  ten 
days  when  in  use. 

The  new  consumer  pack  of  10  cloths 
(£0-49)  are  available  to  the  trade  in  dis- 
play boxes  of  10  retail  packs,  with  five 
display  boxes  to  the  case,  which  is  offered 
on  a  special  launch  bonus.  The  product 
is  to  be  promoted  first  in  the  Southern 
television  area,  where  30  and  15  second 
commercials  are  to  be  screened  over  a 
10  week  period  commencing  April  24. 

Stomahesive  with  flange 

E.  R.  Squibb  and  Sons  Ltd,  Regal  House, 
Twickenham  TW1  3QT,  have  introduced 
Stomahesive  with  flanges  in  flange  sizes 
liin,  Rin  and  lfin  (box  of  four,  £2  84 
trade). 

Pimafucin  pack  size  change 

A  new  25g  tube  of  Pimafucin  2  per  cent 
cream  (£1  -20  trade),  from  Brocades 
(Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Pyrford  Road,  West 
Byfleet,  Wey bridge,  Surrey  KT14  6RA,  re- 
places the  existing  15g  tube  on  April  5. 

Aquadrate  available  in  30g  tube 

A  30g  tube  of  Aquadrate  (£0  73  trade) 
has  been  introduced  by  Eaton  Labor- 
atories, division  of  Morton-Norwich 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Regent  House,  The 
Broadway,  Woking,  Surrey  GU21  5AP. 

Silicone  breast  prosthesis 

A  new  carefree  breast  prosthesis  (from 
£24  84)  for  mastectomy  patients  is  avail- 
able from  Patientcare.  37  George  IV 
Bridge,  Edinburgh  EH1  1EL.  It  consists  of 
a  flesh-coloured  silicone  skin  filled  with  a 
jelly-like  silicone  fluid  which  flows  to  any 
shape,  enabling  it  to  be  worn  inside  a  nor- 
mal bra.  Seamless,  washable  and  with  a 
non-slip  surface,  the  prosthesis  takes  up 
the  wearer's  body  temperature  and  adapts 
to  the  surface  of  the  body  whatever  shape 
the  scar.  Carefree  is  available  in  12  sizes 
and  weights  and  two  petite  sizes  are 
planned. 

A  booklet,   "A  guide  to  breast  cancer", 
Continued  on  p492 


492    Chemist  &  Druggist 


Trade  News 


new  packaging  and  heavier  advertising, 
an  anti-perspirant  stick  is  being  added  to 
the  range. 

Armour-Dial  (GB)  Ltd,  Hampden  Park, 
Eastbourne,  Sussex,  report  evidence  that 
sales  are  already  showing  a  marked 
upward  trend. 
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Because  the  Sun  Bums. 
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aimed  at  the  general  public,  is  available 
from  Careiree  Information  Bureau,  109 
Bolsover  Street,  London  Wl,  on  receipt  of 
a  6jp  stamp. 

Daptazole  injection  emergency  stock 

Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd,  PO  box  17, 
225  Bath  Road,  Slough  SL1  4AU,  have 
discontinued  Daptazole  injection  but  are 
retaining  a  small  stock  for  supply  in 
emergencies  only. 

Berk  parcel  discounts 

Changes  in  retail  parcel  discounts  from 
April  1  have  been  announced  by  Berk 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Station  Road,  Shal- 
ford,  Guildford,  Surrey  GU4  8HE.  Parcels 
value  £80  at  trade  price  are  discounted 
5  per  cent  for  specialities  and  10  per  cent 
for  generics.  Parcels  value  £160  are  dis- 
counted 10  per  cent  for  both  specialities 
and  generics.  Speciality  and  generic  pro- 
ducts are  defined  in  current  price  lists 
available  from  Berk  representatives  or  the 
company. 

Burley  facelift 

The  Burley  range  of  men's  toiletries,  taken 
over  by  Armour-Dial  (GB)  nearly  a  year 
ago,  has  been  repackaged  as  part  of  a 
repositioning  of  the  brand.  Mr  M. 
Hemmings,  sales  manager,  says  that  Burley 
when  taken  over  from  Shulton,  had  been 
marketed  in  the  shadow  of  Old  Spice. 
"The  image  of  the  product  was  too  down 
market  for  what  it  could  in  fact  deliver. 
The  redesign  of  our  packs  sets  out  to 
strike  the  correct  balance  between  the 
existing  familiarity  and  the  more  up-mar- 
ket image  desired". 

Appraisal  of  the  advertising  and  pro- 
motional activity  led,  at  the  end  of  1975, 
to  television  in  London,  Yorkshire,  Tyne- 
Tees  and  Scotland,  coupling  the  national 
advertising  in  the  major  quality  weekly 
supplements.  This  year  in  addition  to  the 


Imperial  Leather  relaunched 

Cussons  have  relaunched  Imperial 
Leather  antiperspirant  deodorant  and 
have  planned  a  concentrated  advertising 
campaign  to  support  a  spring  promotion 
of  the  line  as  a  "family"  item.  The  pro- 
duct has  been  re-formulated  as  an  extra- 
dry  antiperspirant  and  deodorant,  with 
a  new  fragrance  to  blend  with  the  Imper- 
ial Leather  range. 

Cussons  Sons  &  Co  Ltd,  Kersal  Vale, 
Manchester  M7  0GL,  believe  there  is  much 
room  for  improvement  in  a  market  where 
only  45  per  cent  of  men  use  a  deodorant. 
Research  has  shown  that  most  deodorant 
purchases  are  still  made  by  women,  so 
the  £50,000  advertising  campaign  for  the 
family  antiperspirant  deodorant  is  being 
concentrated  in  women's  interest  publica- 
tions. The  line  is  being  sold  in  with  a 
"25  per  cent  extra  fill"  pack  in  a  260  g 
introductory  family  economy  size  (£0-72). 
The  normal  family  size  is  195  g  (£0-60). 
Packaging  in  the  traditional  Imperial 
Leather  colours,  is  predominantly  red, 
with  white,  black  and  gold. 

Dana  special  offer 

Currently  available  from  Dana  Perfumes 
Ltd,  7  Conduit  Street,  London  Wl,  is  a 
special,  once-a-year  consumer  offer  of 
their  fragrance  Tabu — a  28g  size  spray 
cologne  in  an  elegant  glass  container,  for 
£1.  A  counter  unit  contains  12  units. 


Counter  display  for  Uvistat 

A  new  counter  dispenser  for  small  and 
large  tubes  of  Uvistat  and  Uvistat  L  lip- 
screen  is  available  from  WB  Pharmaceu- 
ticals Ltd,  Ellisfield  Avenue,  Southern 
Industrial  Estate,  Bracknell,  Berks.  It  is 
in  the  same  black  and  orange  colours  as 
before  and  carries  new  customer  leaflets 
on  suncare  hints.  Full  page  colour  adver- 
tisements will  appear  in  women's 
magazines. 

Potter  &  Clarke  acquire  Safeseat 

Safeseat,  "the  away  from  home"  toilet 
seat  wipe,  has  been  acquired  by  Potter  & 
Clarke  Ltd,  44a  The  Green,  Warlingham, 
Surrey  CR3  9YS.  As  with  all  P&C  pro- 
ducts,   distribution   is    through   De  Witt 


day  and  night 

protection 
from  hay  fever 
symptoms 

n  a  unique  sustaineckelease  'Spansule'  Capsule 
for  long  action. 
Side  effects  are  infrequent  and  minor. 

one  night  and  morning 

When  asked  to  recommend  a  preparation  for  relief  of  hay  fever... 
RECOMMEND  HISTRYL-WITH  CONFIDENCE 
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International  Ltd,  Seymour  Road,  London 
E10  7LX.  A  redesign  of  the  10-sachet 
pack  of  Safeseat  is  in  hand  and  advertising 
is  planned  in  time  for  the  summer  season. 
Potter  &  Clarke  say  they  would  welcome 
home  and  export  inquiries. 

Clinomyn  sales  up  by  a  third 

Sales  of  Clinomyn  smokers'  toothpaste 
are  up  by  more  than  33  per  cent  over 
1975,  the  makers  report.  Full-colour  half- 
page  advertising  continues  until  August, 
using  the  theme  "Why  should  all  the 
razzle-dazzle  smiles  belong  to  the  non- 
smokers?"  It  will  appear  in  Cosmopolitan, 
She,  Over  21,  Honey,  Look  Now  and  19. 
Available  on  bonus  until  April  30  from 
representatives  of  De  Witt  International 
Ltd,  Seymour  Road,  London  E10  7LX. 

Cidal  soap  support 

Advertising  for  Cidal  soap  is  to  start 
almost  immediately,  say  Cidal  Products, 
division  of  Princes  Foods  Ltd,  Wilson 
Road,  Huyton,  Liverpool  L36  6AE.  Larger 
spaces  and  greater  frequency  of  adver- 
tising is  planned  in  Jackie,  My  Weekly, 
Woman's  Own,  Cosmopilitan,  Look  Now, 
True  Story,  True  Romances,  Woman's 
Story,  Mother,  Parents.  Skin  care  being  of 
universal  interest,  the  campaign  is  designed 
to  appeal  to  a  wide  spectrum  of  women 
of  all  ages,  but  with  extra  weight  in  the 
teenage  sector.  The  makers  report  that 
volume  sales  are  already  appreciably 
higher  than  last  year's  rate. 

Replica  offers 

Replica  have  introduced  two  trial  offers 
in  the  eau  de  toilette  range.  The  first,  on 
No  19  (a  new  fragrance)  is  available  in 
an  introductory  loz  atomiser  (£0-85).  It 
comes  in  packs  of  12  complete  with  free 


tester  (unit  trade  price  £0  52f).  The  second 
trial  offer  is  a  mini-purse  spray  of 
Replica  Dewth,  the  most  popular  in  the 
range.  The  sprays  (£0  39)  come  in  packs 
of  24  with  showcard  (trade  price  per  unit 
£0  23}).  Both  offers  are  available  through 
Jackel  &  Co  Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate, 
Blyth,  Northumberland. 

Kiku  antiperspirant  deodorant  spray 

Kiku  antiperspirant  deodorant  spray  is 
again  being  introduced  for  a  limited 
period  by  Faberge  Inc,  Ridgeway,  Iver, 
Bucks.  The  special  "double  size"  contains 
200g  for  £099  and  will  be  available  for 
sale  by  stockists  from  May  1. 


Tea  and  coffee  stain  remover 

Dylon  International  Ltd,  Worsley  Bridge 
Road,  Lower  Sydenham,  London  SE26 
5HD,  are  now  sole  UK  distributors  for 
Chempro  'T'  tea  and  coffee  stain  remover, 
designed  to  remove  stubborn  stains  left 
by  tea,  coffee,  wine  and  flowers  from 
aluminium,  stainless  steel,  crockery,  china, 
Melamine  and  glassware.  A  resealable 
polythene  sachet,  presented  in  cardboard 
carton  (£0-25)  contains  enough  to  make 
up  to  40  pints  of  solution. 

Slim  Disks  advertising 

Slim  Disks  advertising  will  take  on  a  new 
look  in  May,  using  Woman's  Realm,  She, 
Family  Circle  and  Woman  &  Home,  say 
De  Witt  International  Ltd,  Seymour  Road, 
London  E10  7LX.  Half-page  advertise- 
ments, featuring  part  of  a  meal  replaced 
by  two  Slim  Disk  tablets,  put  visual 
emphasis  on  the  copy  point  that  Slim 
Disks  make  it  much  easier  to  stick  to  a 
calorie-controlled  diet.  Slimming  con- 
sultant for  De  Witt's,  Miss  Dilys  Wells, 
BSc  (nutrition),  who  was  featured  in  last 
season's  advertising,  is  available  to  advise 
on  slimmer's  problems. 

Slender  on  television 

A  £150,000  national  television  campaign 
to  promote  Slender  breaks  on  April  14. 
The  four-week  campaign  follows  last 
year's  theme  which  recorded  week  by 
week  the  success  of  one  girl's  diet  using 
Slender.  Over  the  four-week  period  the 
girl,  Margi  Campi,  lost  ll^lb.  This  year 
Margi  introduced  a  new  girl,  who  will  be 
seen  repeating  the  diet,  again  over  a  four- 
week  period.  Carnation  Foods  Co  Ltd,  1 1 
High  Road,  London  N2  8AW,  say  retail 
sales  for  Slender  during  the  launch  year 
reached  £2im. 


New  display  material  for  the  In  Step 
range  of  foot  deodorant  products 
includes  a  floor  standing  unit,  a  multi- 
product  counter  unit,  a  three-unit 
counter  display  and  a  range  of  individual 
product  crowners.  The  surface  design  is 
based  on  the  new  animated  television 
commercial  which  will  start  appearing  in 
May.  This  new  material  is  part  of  the 
£250,000  expenditure  which,  say  Optrex 
Ltd,  Wadsworth  Road,  Greenford, 
Middlesex,  will  support  In  Step  this  year 


SPANSULE' CAPSULES 

offer  a  good  deal 
for  your  customers 
ana  for  you! 

Low  outlay 

Special  introductory  offer  (while  stocks  last) 
24  cartons  charged  as  only  20 
-ONLY  £8.00  (excluding  VAT)  per  outer  of  24 

High  profit 

Retail  Price-65p  per  carton  (including  VAT) 
Profit  per  outer- £6.40 
i.e.  over  26V2P  per  pack 
(44%  on  selling  price) 


Available  through 
your  local  wholesaler, 
or  contact  your  SK&F 
representative  for 
further  details. 


Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Limited 

Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire  AL7  1EY 


'Histryl'  (diphenylpyraline  hydrochloride) 
and  'Spansule'  are  trade  marks. 
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Curity  Snugglers  go  national 

Curity  Snugglers,  the  throwaway  nappy 
and  waterproof  pants-in-one,  are  now 
available  nationally.  The  range  was 
launched  in  the  Southern  television  area 
by  Colgate-Palmolive  Ltd,  76  Oxford 
Street,  London  WIA  1EN,  in  1973  and 
was  subsequently  extended  to  London, 
East  Anglia,  the  Midlands,  Wales  and  the 
West  Country.  The  new  launch  areas  take 
in  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Scotland,  Tyne 
Tees,  Border  and  Northern  Ireland.  To 
support  the  expansion,  Curity  Snugglers 
have  the  backing  of  "the  heaviest  national 
television  advertising  campaign  of  any 
disposable  nappy  product"  with  a  series 
of  45  and  30  second  commercials. 

The  nappies  have  a  "stay-dry"  top  sheet, 
an  inner  absorbent  layer  and  an  outer 
plastic  backsheet  to  prevent  leakage.  They 
are  sold  in  four  sizes — newborn  (15, 
£0-73),  daytime  (15,  £0-90),  night  time 
(12,  £0  90).  toddlers  (12,  £0  99). 

Announcing  the  national  launch,  a  Col- 
gate spokesman  said  "In  the  2\  years 
since  Snugglers  were  first  introduced,  we 
have  been  delighted  with  the  levels  of 
acceptance  the  range  has  achieved 
amongst  mothers,  health  visitors  and  the 
medical  profession.  In  Snugglers'  original 
test  area,  independent  research  shows  that 
the  total  disposable  market  has  grown 
significantly  against  the  national  average 
and  Snugglers  rapidly  achieved  brand 
leadership.  We  are  confident  that  heavy 
national  advertising,  couponing  of  \  mil- 
lion new  mothers  and  a  strong  promotions 
programme  will  enable  Snugglers  to  repeat 
its  successful  test  market  performance 
nationally." 

Babettes  stretch  sleeper  offer 

Bowater  Scott  Corporation  Ltd,  Bowater 
House,  Knightsbridge.  London  SW1X 
7LR,  are  promoting  Babettes  20s  dispos- 
able nappies  with  an  on-pack  offer  of  a 
baby  stretch  sleep  suit.  The  promotion  will 
be  flashed  on  the  front  and  bottom  of  the 
bag  with  "baby  stretch  sleeper  offer.  See 
side  for  details".  The  stretch  sleeper  which 
comes  in  white  only  and  in  three  sizes  for 
children  up  to  the  age  of  two,  is  available 
to  the  consumer  until  the  end  of  April  at 
£1-30  plus  two  proofs  of  purchase,  one 
of  which  must  be  the  specially  marked 
pack  of  Babettes. 

The  company  says  that  Babettes  enjoyed 
a  31  per  cent  increase  in  volume  sales 
during  1975. 

Sandra  advertising 

Henleys  of  Hornsey  Ltd,  Alexandra 
Works,  Clarendon  Road,  London  N8  0DL, 
say  that  in  addition  to  their  advertising 
in  Woman  (April  3)  and  Woman's  Realm 
(April  10),  Sandra  baby  pants  are  currently 
being  mentioned  in  connection  with  Acti- 
fresh  commercials  on  seven  commercial 
radio  stations — Capital,  Piccadilly,  Trent, 


Radio  City,  BRMB,  Hallam  and  Pennine. 
The  company  also  say  that  while  other 
of  their  products  are  increased  in  price 
from  April  1,  Sandra  prices  will  be  held 
until  the  current  high  stocks  are  exhausted. 


Remington  Radial  Press  campaign 

A  spring  Press  campaign  is  planned  by 
Sperry  Remington  Consumer  Products, 
Apex  Tower.  7  High  Street,  New  Maiden, 
Surrey  KT3  4DL,  for  their  latest  shaver, 
the  Radial.  Large  spaces  have  been 
booked  in  Daily  Telegraph,  Daily  Mirror, 
Daily  Express,  Sun  and  Scottish  Daily 
Express. 

The  advertisement  features  four  pic- 
tures of  men  of  different  ages  with  con- 
trasting facial  hair  styles.  The  copy 
highlights  that,  today,  it  is  not  only  a 
matter  of  shaving  off  whiskers  that  counts, 
"but  the  appearance  and  style  of  the 
facial  hair  such  as  moustache  and  side- 
burns which  shavers  leave  on."  The 
advertisement  stresses  the  Radial's  full- 
width  trimmer  which  snaps  out,  ready  to 
use  at  the  press  of  a  button. 

Kodak's  advertising  plans 

Two  new  30  second  commercials  for  the 
latest  pocket  Instamatic  cameras  are  to 
be  featured  in  national  television  adver- 
tising over  the  coming  months  by  Kodak 
Ltd,  Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts.  The  campaign,  beginning  in  the 
second  week  of  this  month,  runs  almost 
without  a  break  until  the  second  week  in 
July.  Kodak  say  that  the  idea  in  the 
Christmas  commercials  of  the  little  boy 
"pushing"  out  the  sides  of  the  print  gave 
such  good  results  that  it  will  be  carried 
through  into  the  new  commercials. 

National  Press  advertising  —  which  is 
scheduled  for  the  second  week  of  this 
month  until  the  end  of  July — will  include 
full  colour  whole  pages  in  Daily  Express 
and  Daily  Mail  for  Tele-Instamatics ;  big 
black  and  white  spaces  in  Daily  Express, 
Daily  Mail,  Sun  and  Mirror;  full  colour 
whole  pages  in  Woman's  Own,  My 
Weekly  and  Family  Circle  and  double 
page  spreads  in  colour  in  Readers  Digest. 
Ektachrome  and  Kodachrome  films,  and 
the  Ektasound  movie  equipment,  are 
planned  subjects  for  the  photo-enthusiast 
Press  campaign,  scheduled  to  last  until 
late  autumn. 

Point  of  sale  display  material  available 
gives  special  emphasis  to  the  latest  pocket 
and  Tele-Instamatic  models,  as  well  as 
the  well  established  Instamatics.  "Angled" 
stands  are  designed  for  use  with  the 
camera  outfit  cases,  and  a  double-deck 
version   is   also   available   for  the  Tele- 


Instamatics.  Red  and  yellow  are  the  dom- 
inant colours  throughout,  and  a  window 
banner  emphasises  "New  Kodak  Insta- 
matic cameras".  The  traditional  Kodak 
film  girl  this  year  carries  a  Tele-Insta- 
matic and  she  is  dressed  in  a  red  top  and 
blue  shorts. 

Catalogue  of  cosmetic  containers 

A  new  catalogue  is  available  from  Inter- 
national Bottle  Co  Ltd,  140  Park  Lane, 
London  Wl  4AU,  illustrating  their  range 
of  glass  containers  for  perfumery  and 
cosmetic  products. 

Unichem  members-only  offers 

Unichem  member-only  exclusive  promo- 
tion offers,  available  April  8-26,  cover 
Brylcreem,  Elnett  hairspray,  Farleys  rusks, 
Head  &  Shoulders,  Libresse,  Radox  liquid, 
SR  toothpaste.  Details  from  Unichem  Ltd, 
Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey. 

Bonus  offers 

Optrex  Ltd,  Wadsworth  Road,  Greenford, 
Middlesex.  Optrex  eye  lotion  and  eye 
ointment ;  Optone  eye  drops.  "Biggest 
ever"  bonus  of  up  to  10  per  cent  avail- 
able to  chemists  only. 
Rexnell  Ltd,  32  Powerscroft  Road,  Foots- 
cray,  Sidcup,  Kent  DA14  5EG.  Cooltan 
products.  13  invoiced  as  12:  suntan  cream 
31g,  70g  tubes,  sun  bronzing  oil,  liquid 
cream  and  Sundowner  after  sun,  Coolene 
sunburn  relief.  14  invoiced  as  12:  Coppa- 
tan  sun  tan  cream,  oil  and  foam  aerosol, 
Sea  and  Ski  Creme  Solaire,  Basque  con- 
tinental sun  oil  51cc,  102cc.  Special  intro- 
ductory price  on  Cool  Lips  protector  with 
sun  screen  (£3-67  for  outer  of  24  against 
usual  price  £4-32).  Open  until  April  30. 
Wholesale  terms  are  available  on  orders 
over  £50. 

M&B  bonus  ends 

May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham,  Essex 
RMI0  7XS,  have  terminated  the  "year 
round"  10  for  9  bonus  on  Brolene  eye 
ointment  and  eye  drops  and  on  Brulidine 
cream. 

on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire, 
r — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia 
U— Ulster;  We — Westward;  B — Border: 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islanc 

Alberto  groom  out  grey:  All  except  U, 
B,  E 

Alberto  V05  shampoo:  All  except  U.  B,  E 
Close-up:  All  except  E 
Denclen:  M,  La,  Y,  NE 
Denim:  M 

Elbeo:  M,  Y,  Sc,  NE,  U,  We 

J-cloths:  Ln,  So,  A 

Johnsons  baby  powder:  All  except  E 

Listerine:  Ln 

Matey:  All  except  U,  E 

Poise:  All  except  E 

Scholl  footsprays:  WW,  We 

Sunsilk  shampoo:  All  except  U,  E 

Sunsilk  setting  lotion:  All  except  U,  E 
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4711 — past,  present 
and  future 


Son|e  products  have  an  appeal  so  imme- 
diate, and  a  use  so  universal,  that  their 
name  is  drawn  into  the  common  language. 
So  familiar  does  the  name  become  that 
its  origins  are  often  forgotten.  Such  a 
product  is  471 1  eau  de  Cologne. 

"Cologne"  is  now  an  accepted  per- 
fumery term,  but  how  many  people 
realise  it  was  originally  used  to  describe 
a  reviving  "aqua  mirabilis"  first  sold  in 
Cologne,  Germany,  in  the  late  18th  cen- 
tury? The  story  behind  4711  eau  de 
Cologne  is  vouched  for  by  the  Mulhens 
family  who  still  control  the  company. 

Monk's  secret 

Cologne,  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
prosperous  of  the  Rhineland  cities,  was 
the  victim  of  frequent  occupation  during 
the  troublesome  times  that  followed  the 
French  revolution.  Its  citizens  learned  to 
live  with  foreign  troops  and  individuals 
performed  the  many  acts  of  quiet  heroism 
that  such  times  give  rise  to.  The  promi- 
nept  banking  family  of  Mulhens,  for 
instance,  gave  shelter  to  a  Carthusian 
monk  when  the  French  closed  the  monas- 
tries.  In  gratitude,  the  monk  gave  a  secret 
formula  for  making  an  aqua  mirabilis  as 
a  wedding  present  to  the  young  Mulhens 
when  he  married  in  1792.  Whether  the 
young  man  had  chemical  or  perfumery 
interests  that  he  had  discussed  with  the 
monk,  history  does  not  relate  but  cer- 
tainly no  sooner  was  the  formula 
received  than  a  batch  of  the  miracle  water 
was  made  up  and  proved  immediately 
popular.  So  much  so  that  Mulhens  gave 
up  banking  to  concentrate  on  production 
from  his  home. 

The  Napoleonic  occupation  continued 
to  influence  the  history  of  this  miracle 
water.  In  1794,  Napoleon's  billeting 
officer,  with  typical  Napoleonic  efficiency, 
numbered  all  the  houses  in  Cologne 
consecutively.  The  Mulhens'  house  in  the 


Glockengrasse  became  Number  4711. 
French  officers  bought  flasks  of  the 
delightful  aqua  mirabilis  sold  at  Number 
4711  and  sent  it  home  to  their  wives  and 
sweethearts,  who  sent  back  requests  for 
more  of  the  wonderful  "eau  de  Cologne". 

Today,  the  formula  of  the  4711  eau  de 
Cologne  is  still  known  only  to  the 
Mulhens  family,  and  the  head  of  the 
family  mixes  every  batch  of  basic  ingre- 
dients. Part  of  47 1 1  's  success  is  due  to 
the  consistent  standard  of  the  eau  de 
Cologne,  which  is  scrupulously  maintained. 
All  blending  and  bottling  is  still  done 
under  the  supervision  of  Cologne,  though 
local  alcohol  is  used  for  some  of  the 
world  markets  to  which  eau  de  Cologne 
is  now  exported.  71  per  cent  of  German 
women  use  4711  and  it  holds  90  per  cent 
of  the  general  eau  de  Cologne  market  in 
Germany. 

4711  products  have  been  honoured  by 
gold  medals  at  international  and  world 
fairs  and  exhibitions ;  many  of  these 
medals  are  incorporated  into  the  distinc- 
tive blue  and  gold  labels  used  on  all  the 
4711  eau  de  Cologne  bottles  which  are  the 
same  bow-fronted,  narrow-necked  vessels 
used  when  aqua  mirabilis  was  first 
marketed. 

Into  1976  with  advertising 

Today,  47  ll  Cologne  and  the  other  47  ll 
products  are  marketed  in  more  than  165 
countries  and  the  UK  market  is  being 
closely  studied  with  a  view  to  expanding 
the  4711  share  and  introducing  new 
ranges. 

Last  year,  4711  ran  a  pilot  advertising 
campaign,  featuring  4711  original  eau  de 
Cologne  in  local  radio  spots  and  mention- 
ing local  stockists.  The  success  of  this 
initial  campaign  has  led  to  the  first  fully- 
integrated  national  advertising  campaign 
for  the  product  and  4711  will  be  featured 
in   30-sec   national   television   spots  and 


In  Cologne 
Perfumery's  factory 
at  Basingstoke, 
4711  Echt  Kolnisch 
Wasser  matures  in 
large  open  vats  for 
a  period  of  three 
months — just  as  in 
the  centuries  old 
cellars  in  Cologne. 
Seen  left  are 
mixing  barrels 
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New  small  merchandiser  for  selling 
Colognettes  individually — each  includes 
a  5p  price  tag 


more  than  4,000  spots  on  local  radio  that 
will  again  mention  local  stockists  by  name. 
The  campaign  will  run  through  May,  lune 
and  July. 

To  support  the  advertisements,  4711 
have  produced  special  merchandisers  and 
display  material,  banners  and  window 
stickers.  All  stockists  buying  one  of  the 
promotional  packages  will  be  mentioned 
by  name  at  least  twice  on  their  local 
radio  station. 

New  promotions 

New  for  the  summer  are  the  following 
promotions  and  consumer  offers : 

□  With  each  purchase  of  Ice  Cologne 
spray  a  free  thermometer. 

□  For  471 1  Colognette  a  single-sachet 
merchandiser. 

□  A  T-shirt  offered  for  £1  25  post  free 
when  a  customer  buys  the  No  16  eau  de 
Cologne  Molanus  bottle  (an  order  form 
is  attached). 

□  Free  pocket-sized  bottle  of  4711 
original  eau  de  Cologne  with  each  pur- 
chase of  a  4711  product. 

Repeated  will  be  the  popular  banded 
4711  talc  and  original  eau  de  Cologne, 
giving  a  saving  of  £0  41  ;  the  mini-spray 
merchandiser;  and  the  new  generation 
merchandiser. 

In  all  £250,000  will  be  spent  on  the 
television  and  radio  campaign,  which  will 
focus  on  all  4711  products — 4711  Echt 
Kolnisch  Wasser,  Tosca  and  Sir  "Irish 
Moss". 


Open  days  planned  at 
ICML's  new  home 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd  are 
hoping  to  organise  open  days  for  NPU 
members  once  the  company  is  "settled  in" 
at  the  new  premises — 51  Boreham  Road. 
Warminster,  Wilts. 

The  building,  a  50  year  old  stone  man- 
sion with  a  modern  22  room  extension 
built  six  years  ago,  provides  over  7,000  sq 
ft  of  office  accommodation  in  addition  to 
basement  and  storage  areas.  It  stands  in 
two  acres  of  land,  with  a  car  park  at  the 
rear  for  34  cars.  The  building  and  grounds 
are  freehold  and  will  enable  ICML  to 
operate  on  low  occupancy  costs. 
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British  Society  for  the  History  of  Pharmacy 


Of  tablets,  tokens 
and  technology 


Early  industrial  pharmacy  in  Britain  and 
the  Guilds  of  Chester  were  the  topics 
discussed  at  the  British  Society  for  the 
History  of  Pharmacy  conference  at 
Chester,  March  26-28. 

The  programme  began  with  a  reception 
at  the  Guildhall  during  which  Mr  G.  H. 
Parry,  past  president  Freeman  and  Guilds 
of  Chester,  gave  a  short  history  of  the 
Company,  beginning  with  the  granting  of 
the  freedom  of  Chester  in  1128.  He 
described  some  of  the  23  Guilds  formed 
in  Chester  and  some  of  their  duties.  They 
were  responsible  for  many  of  the  duties 
now  carried  out  by  the  present-day  local 
authorities — street  cleaning,  curfew,  drain- 
age, looking  after  the  city  gates  and  walls. 

He  referred  to  the  Chester  Guilds 
museum  and  the  1372  charter  granted  to 
the  Cordwainers  signed  by  the  Black 
Prince,  bearing  his  seal  with  its  reverse 
side  bearing  his  thumbprint. 

Among  the  exhibits  on  view  were  some 
of  the  old  hoods  worn  by  the  Guild 
officials  and  a  17th  century  record  of  the 
apprentices. 

Apothecaries'  tokens 

Dr  T.  D.  Whittet  presented  a  paper 
"Chester  apothecaries  and  their  tokens". 
Chester  was  one  of  the  few  provincial 
cities  or  UK  towns  in  which  existed  the 
guild  to  which  apothecaries  belonged. 
Craftsmen  and  tradesmen  were  compelled 
to  belong  to  a  guild  before  they  were 
allowed  to  practise  their  trade  or  occupa- 
tion. The  grants  of  Guild  (Gild)  Mer- 
chants of  numerous  towns  or  cities  often 
included  clauses  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
merchandise  and  the  exercising  of  any 
craft  or  mystery,  except  by  their  members. 

Except  in  London  the  apothecaries  were 
never  numerous  enough  to  form  separate 
guilds  so  they  joined  with  other  members 
to  form  joint  guilds. 


It  was  not  until  1721  that  the  word 
apothecary  appeared  in  the  title  of  the 
Chester  Guild.  John  Tristram,  apothecary, 
was  steward  at  the  time  and  the  heading 
of  a  meeting  read:  "The  names  of  the 
Brethren  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Mercers,  Ironmongers  and  Apothecaries 
within  the  City  of  Chester." 

In  the  17th  century,  a  shortage  of  legal 
tender  caused  tradesmen  to  issue  "an 
illegal  money  of  necessity".  These  trade 
tokens  formed  the  small  change  of  the 
period.  They  usually  bore  the  name  and 
the  town  of  the  issuer  and  the  date.  Very 
often  they  included  either  the  occupation 
of  the  issuer  and  sometimes  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  London  Company  of  that 
occupation  or  some  other  symbol. 

Two  Chester  apothecaries  issued  tokens. 
Nathaniel  Bassnet  issued  one  in  1668.  On 
the  reverse  side  was  "apothecary  in 
Chester"  and  the  symbol  of  a  mortar  and 
pestle.  At  least  six  persons  were  appren- 
ticed to  Bassnet  between  1667  and  1691. 
His  will  was  proved  in  1699. 

Thomas  Heath  issued  a  token  in  1667. 
A  Thomas  Heath,  probably  his  father, 
was  Sheriff  of  Chester  in  1650.  The  will 
of  the  issuer  of  the  token  was  proved  in 
November  1690. 

John  Griffith  issued  an  undated  pewter 
token  which  had  an  arms  bearing  three 
antelope's  heads. 

Dr  Whittet  said  the  only  other  apothe- 
cary in  the  county  he  had  discovered  was 
a  Thomas  Bromhall  of  Nantwich. 

Chester,  said  Dr  Whittet,  had  the  richest 
source  of  information  about  the  apothe- 
caries and  their  guild  of  any  provincial 
city ;  he  hoped  that  local  pharmacists 
would,  with  the  permission  of  the  Guild's 
officers,  study  them  and  publish  more 
detailed  accounts  of  the  part  played  by 
the  apothecaries  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Guild  and  the  city. 
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The  Saturday  morning  session  opened 
with  a  paper  "Early  manufacturers  of 
medicines  in  Britain"  by  J.  K.  Crellin, 
president  of  the  Society. 

He  said  that  a  lot  of  work  needed  to  be 
done  concerning  the  history  of  the 
industry.  By  1650  there  appeared  to  have 
been  a  well  recognised  group  dealing  in 
chemical  remedies,  but  it  was  not  clear 
how  many  individuals  there  were  nor  who 
they  were. 

The  real  commercial  growth  did  not 
occur  until  the  18th  century.  In  that  period 
there  was  the  explosion  of  the  voluntary 
hospitals  and  their  demand  for  supplies. 
This  gave  rise  to  competition  and  some- 
times criticisms  concerning  the  standards 
of  the  preparations  supplied. 

Some  lists  of  suppliers  contain  names 
of  whom  nothing  was  known.  It  was 
evident  that  proprietary  medicines  were 
important  in  ensuring  the  commercial 
viability  of  chemists  and  druggists.  There 
was  evidence  that  a  number  of  individuals 
and  companies  contributed  largely  to 
ensuring  the  maintenance  of  quality  stan- 
dards. Many  pharmaceutical  companies 
developed  rapidly  in  the  19th  century  due 
to  the  increasing  demand  for  alkaloidal 
preparations. 

Edwin  Franklin 

In  his  paper,  "A  burning  and  shining 
light:  Mr  X  and  the  Cheapside  Chemists 
of  Lancaster",  Dr  C.  A.  Russell  dealt  with 
the  criticism  of  Edwin  Franklin,  a  pioneer 
in  chemistry  and  education,  of  his  appren- 
tice master,  Stephen  Ross,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Cheapside,  Lancaster. 

Franklin's  criticisms  were  embodied 
in  a  book  that  was  withdrawn  and 
republished  in  a  "watered  down"  edition. 
Dr  Russell  believed  that  only  two  copies 
of  the  first  version  were  available. 

The  apprenticeship  lasted  six  years  and 
the  account  provided  a  valuable  insight 
to  19th  century  conditions. 

Franklin  assessed  his  pharmaceutical 
experience  as  six  wasted  years,  but  Dr 
Russell  believed  that  needed  reconsidera- 
tion, on  the  grounds  that  the  experience 
was  not  exceptional  and  that  Franklin  was 
not  entirely  consistent  in  his  record.  It  did 
not  reflect  the  integrity  of  Ross  which 
could  be  confirmed  from  other  sources. 

Franklin  also  failed  to  appreciate  the 
material  advantages  he  did  enjoy  —  no 
Sunday  opening  was  a  rare  privilege — he 


Relaxing  at  the  close  of  the  conference:  Miss  Ann  Hutton, 
secretary  of  the  Society,  with  president  Dr  J  K  Crellin  who  is 
shortly  to  take  up  a  new  post  in  Illinois,  USA 


Final  session:  Dr  W.  J  Reader,  left,  who  recounted  the 
"warfare"  between  Lever  Bros  Ltd  and  Brunner  Mond.  Dr  W 
E.  Court  acted  as  chairman  of  the  session 
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also  did  not  realise  the  effect  on  him  of 
his  experience  in  a  pharmacy.  Further- 
more Franklin's  criticism  of  Ross  ignored 
the  fact  that  no  less  than  three  of  Ross's 
apprentices  became  major  international 
figures  in  science. 

Dr  Russell,  looking  for  an  explanation 
for  Franklin's  assessment,  suggested  pos- 
sibly it  might  have  resulted  from  a 
religious  basis.  Franklin  was,  in  later  life, 
hostile  to  all  kinds  of  organised  religion 
and  Ross  was  a  very  religious  individual. 
Both  Ross  and  Franklin  were  essentially 
shy  men  and  therefore  there  could  have 
been  an  "inarticulate  barrier". 

During  the  discussion  Mr  Harrison, 
Lancaster,  disclosed  that  he  had  dispensed 
the  last  prescription  offered  in  the  phar- 
macy where  Franklin  had  been  appren- 
ticed. The  premises  were  demolished  and 
a  branch  of  Mothercare  now  stood  on 
the  site. 

Tabletting  history 

"Tabletting  in  retrospect"  was  the  title 
of  Mr  H.  Burlinson's  paper.  He  said  the 
history  of  tabletting,  like  the  tablet  itself, 
was  compressed  into  a  comparatively 
small  space.  It  was  not  until  1843  that  a 
patent  was  granted  to  a  North  Country 
chemist,  William  Brockedon,  to  shape 
graphite  into  cylinders  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  lead  pencils,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  same  principle  was  used  to  com- 
press potassium  bicarbonate  into  tablets. 
Therefore,  as  most  administrations  of 
solid  single  dose  medicine  had  been  con- 
fined previously  to  the  pill,  its  history  was 
a  logical  approach  to  the  development  of 
the  compressed  tablet. 

Before  dealing  with  compression,  the 
preparation  and  use  of  moulded  tablets  or 
tablet  triturates  should  not  be  overlooked. 
The  idea  of  filling  moulds  with  medicated 
lactose  was  proposed  by  a  Dr  Fuller  of 
New  York  in  1878  and  they  were  intro- 
duced to  the  medical  profession  five  years 
later.  They  were  prepared  extemporane- 
ously by  dissolving  the  medicament  in  60 
per  cent  alcohol,  massing  this  with  lactose 
to  form  a  stiff  paste  which  was  pressed, 
by  a  spatula,  into  holes  drilled  in  a  vul- 
canite plate.  This  was  superimposed  onto 
a  lower  plate  of  pegs  which  coincided 
exactly  with  the  holes  in  the  upper  and 
after  firm  pressure,  moist  cylinders  were 
extruded.  When  dried  for  one  or  two 
hours  these  could  be  removed  from  the 
mould  and  packed.  Holes  of  different 
diameters  produced  triturates  varying  in 
weight  from  }  to  4  grains.  Although 
fragile,  nevertheless  if  correctly  made  and 
dried,  they  retained  their  appearance  when 
dispensed,  and  certainly  presented  no 
problems  so  far  as  disintegration  was  con- 
cerned. "As  far  as  I  know,  they  have 
never  been  made  by  machine." 

Mention  of  an  early  form  of  the  modern 
solution  tablet  or  compressed  lamella  was 
made  in  the  journal  American  Medicine  in 
1900,  where  reference  was  made  to 
"Stamps"  found  in  England  and  used  by 
the  Romans  to  stamp  remedies  for  pro- 
ducing clearness  of  vision.  These  prepara- 
tions were  hardened  with  gum  or  some 
viscid  substance,  and  thus  were  ready  to 
be  liquefied  at  any  time.  The  aim  of  the 
medicament  was  specified  on  the  stamp — 
"obviously  we  are  not  the  only  ones  con- 
cerned with  the  identification  of  dose 
forms !" 


Before  the 
Saturday 

afternoon  session 
Mr  G.  H. 
Parry  (left) 
presented  Dr  T. 
D.  Whittet  with 
a  special 
certificate 
recording  his 
election  to  the 
Freemen  and 
Guilds  of 
Chester.  The 
certificate 
includes  the 
coat  of  arms  and 
a  chain  of  23 
links  representing 
the  old  guilds 

In  1871  F.  Newberry  &  Son  purchased 
Brockedon's  business  and  continued  to 
manufacture  and  sell  his  "Compressed 
Potass  &  Soda"  and  the  following  year 
John  Wyeth  of  Philadelphia  developed 
a  hand-operated  press  to  make  tablets  of 
greater  elegance.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
entered  the  field  in  1878  and  registered 
the  word  Tabloid  for  their  products  and 
four  years  later  Thomas  Kerfoot,  a 
pharmacist  with  an  inventive  mind,  pro- 
duced his  own  press  which  was  amongst 
the  first  to  be  power  driven. 

Machines  designed  to  produce  single 
tablets  were  later  modified  by  using  mul- 
tiple punch  holders  and  dies,  so  that  a 
number  of  units  could  be  compressed  with 
a  single  stroke.  Even  so,  output  was  limi- 
ted until  the  concept  of  the  rotary  machine, 
first  evolved  by  Wyeth,  was  developed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century  by 
Allen  &  Hanbury.  This  was  the  pre- 
cursor of  the  modern  high-speed  press 
which  could  produce,  to  accepted  toler- 
ances, up  to  10,000  tablets  a  minute.  "We 
can  take  pride  in  the  leading  part  played 
by  British  pharmaceutical  engineering  in 
developing  these  precision  machines." 

Sugar  coating 

In  1838  Garot,  a  French  chemist, 
described  a  method  for  coating  unpalat- 
able substances  with  gelatin,  and  in  1866 
Warner,  a  Philadelphia  pharmacist,  was 
among  the  first  to  "enrobe"  his  pills  in 
sugar,  a  custom  much  used  in  Mediaeval 
times  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  con- 
fectionery. In  France,  in  the  1930's,  a 
number  of  patents  for  pill  coating  were 
registered ;  these  probably  stemmed  from 
the  dragees  of  the  sweetmeat-maker  who 
long  had  been  skilled  in  the  preparation 
of  French  almonds.  The  method  of  sugar 
coating  has  changed  little. 

It  was  in  1945  that  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia introduced  a  disintegration  test 
for  uncoated  tablets,  but  not  until  the 
1953  edition  was  a  standard  for  sugar 
coated  ones  included  and  ten  years  later 
one  for  those  with  an  enteric  coat. 

After  dinner  on  Saturday  night  Miss  J. 
Dobson  spoke  on  "Haygarth  of  Chester". 
John  Haygarth  spent  30  years  of  his  pro- 
fessional life  at  Chester  both  as  a  member 
of  the  infirmary  staff  and  in  private  prac- 
tice. Soon  after  taking  up  residence  he 
published  in  1772  a  statistical  survey  of 
the  deaths  that  had  occurred  in  a  local 
area.  Chester  suffered  from  periodic  epi- 
demics   of    typhus    and    smallpox.  To 


control  the  latter  he  issued  a  series  of 
rules  that  were  to  be  part  of  an  overall 
plan  for  the  whole  country  so  that  small- 
pox cases  should  be  immediately  notified 
and  dealt  with.  The  strategy  was  that  a 
person  who  notified  a  case  of  smallpox 
was  to  be  given  one  shilling.  The  patient 
was  to  be  taken  to  the  infirmary  in  a 
sedan  chair  of  a  particular  colour.  Rela- 
tives had  to  clean  the  house  thoroughly 
and  were  instructed  not  to  mix  with  the 
public. 

Haygarth  suggested  and  organised  a 
team  of  apothecaries  and  surgeons  to 
inspect  and  visit  the  houses  to  ensure  the 
rules  were  carried  out. 

Recommended  quinine 

At  the  infirmary  he  had  separate  wards 
allocated  to  these  cases  and  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  practically  disappeared  in 
Chester.  He  also  added  periodic  inocu- 
lations with  Jenner's  vaccine — again  with 
inspection  and  reports.  Haygarth  is  also 
credited  with  being  the  first  to  recommend 
the  use  of  quinine — as  Peruvian  bark — for 
the  treatment  of  rheumatism. 

Essentially  a  practical  individual  Hay- 
garth disproved  the  claims  that  were 
being  made  for  metallic  tractors — small 
pieces  of  metal  that  if  stroked  near  areas 
of  pain  were  claimed  by  their  inventor 
Elisha  Perkins  to  remove  the  pain. 
Haygarth  substituted  wood  tractors! 

He  was  also  a  great  reformer,  issuing 
pamphlets  encouraging  the  improvident 
poor  to  save.  He  died  aged  84. 

The  Sunday  morning  session  was  allo- 
cated to  three  papers.  Dr  W.  V.  Farrar 
dealt  with  "Henry's  Magnesia  1772-1933" 
and  discussed  the  various  descendants  and 
relatives  of  William  Henry  (1700-1774) 
concerned  with  the  production  and  sale  of 
the  preparation. 

Dr  W.  J.  Reader  discussed  "War  in  the 
Chemical  Industry :  Brunners,  Crosfields 
and  Levers,  1911-1925",  a  story  of  a 
bitter  quarrel  between  Lever  Brother  Ltd 
and  Brunner  Mond,  whose  respective 
chairmen,  W.  H.  Lever  (1851-1925)  and 
Sir  John  Brunner  (1842-1919),  developed 
a  hate  and  distrust  of  each  other  that 
resulted  in  many  lawsuits. 

The  final  paper  "The  Development  and 
Approach  in  Pharmaceutical  Industrial 
Technology  1900-1930",  was  presented  by 
Mr  S.  W.  Kipling.  He  traced  the  changes 
brought  about  by  the  developments  in  the 
various  disciplines,  synthetic  chemistry, 
bacteriology,  pharmacology  and  diagnosis. 
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Programme  for  this  year's  BP 
Conference  at  St.  Andrews 


The  113th  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference will  be  held  in  St  Andrews, 
Scotland,  September  12-17.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  programme : 

September  12 

2  pm-7.30  pm — registration  in  Conference 
office,    Physical    Sciences    Building,  Uni- 
versity of  St  Andrews. 
Evening — "Welcome  to  St  Andrews",  St 
Andrews  Hotel. 

September  13 

Morning — opening  ceremony,  Younger 
Hall,  University  of  St  Andrews.  Addressed 
by  The  Rt  Hon  William  Ross  (Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland).  Address  by  the 
president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Scientific  address  by  Dr  David  Jack  (chair- 
man. Conference  Science  Committee)  on 
"Limiting  factors  in  drug  research". 
Afternoon — Conference  Science  Award 
lecture  (I);  science  sessions;  professional 
session  "The  effective  life  of  a  medicine" 
(two  speakers  invited),  physical  sciences 
building.  Optional  excursions. 
Evening — reception,  Town  Hall,  St 
Andrews.  Informal  evening,  St  Andrews 
Hotel. 

September  14 

Morning — science  sessions  ;  professional 
session  "Medicinal  treatments — the  future 
role  of  the  physician  and  pharmacist"  by 
Dr  Peter  A.  Parish  (senior  medical  research 
fellow,  Medical  Sociology  Research 
Centre,  University  of  Swansea),  physical 
sciences  building.  Science  demonstration 
sessions,  chemistry  building.  Excursions. 
Afternoon — Conference  Science  Award 
lecture  (2),  physical  sciences  building. 
Science  demonstration  sessions,  chemistry 
building.  History  of  pharmacy  session, 
Professor  Sir  Donald  M.Douglas  (profes- 
sor of  surgery,  University  of  Dundee)  on 
"Medicine  at  St  Andrews  1413-1972";  Dr 
A.  H.  B.  Masson  (consultant  anaesthetist, 
Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh)  on  "The 
early  days  of  intravenous  saline",  Uni- 
versity of  St  Andrews.  Science  sessions, 
physical  sciences  building.  Excursions. 
Evening — academic  reception,  Younger 
Hall,  University  of  St  Andrews.  Dancing 
at  St  Andrews  Hotel. 

September  15 

Morning — science  sessions  ;  professional 
session  on  "Clinical  pharmacy",  speakers : 
Dr  J.  A.  Oddis  (director,  American  Society 
for  Hospital  Pharmacists),  and  Mr  J.  A. 
Baker  (area  pharmaceutical  officer,  West- 
minster, Kensington  and  Chelsea  Area 
Health  Authority),  physical  sciences  build- 
ing. Excursions. 

Afternoon — scientific    discussion  forums, 
physical  sciences  building.  Excursions. 
Evening — Conference      banquet,  Angus 
Hotel,  Dundee.  Byre  Theatre. 


September  16 

Morning — Conference  lecture,  Younger 
Hall,  University  of  St  Andrews.  "Our 
Environment,  Past,  Present,  Future"  by 
Professor  W.  W.  Fletcher  (head  of 
department  of  biology,  University  of 
Strathclyde).  Conference  excursion  by  rail 
to  Pitlochry. 

Evening — Conference  club,  St  Andrews 
Hotel.  Byre  Theatre. 


September  17 

Morning — symposium  on  "How  drugs 
work",  physical  sciences  building.  Speakers: 
Professor  J.  W.  Black  (department  of 
pharmacology,  University  College,  Lon- 
don); Dr  T.  J.  Franklin  (research  manager, 
biochemistry  department,  Imperial  Chemi- 
cal Industries  Ltd) ;  Dr  R.  B.  Barlow 
(pharmacology  department,  Bristol  Uni- 
versity), physical  sciences  building. 
Optional  excursions. 

Afternoon — closing  session,  Younger  Hall, 

University  of  St  Andrews. 

Evening — final    fling,    Barracuda  Sujte, 

Dundee. 

Applications 

Application  forms  will  be  sent  to  people 
who  attended  the  1975  Conference.  Other 
requests  for  information  and  application 
forms  should  be  made  to :  Miss  S.  Y. 
Harris,  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London  WC1A  2NN. 


Health  centres:  SMA  says 
change  Council's  attitude 

The  Socialist  Medical  Association  is 
repeatedly  being  asked  what  are  its  views 
on  pharmacy  in  the  health  centres  and 
what  are  the  procedures  to  get  employ- 
ment in  centres  as  pharmacists. 

The  SMA  has  made  its  views  known 
for  many  years,  that  the  health  centre  is 
the  lynch-pin  of  the  NHS  as  envisaged 
in  the  Act,  as  being  able  to  provide  pri- 
mary health  care  in  one  centre ;  within 
this  centre  would  be  grouped  all  the 
general  practitioner  services,  including 
medical,  dental,  optical,  pharmaceutical, 
nursing,  occupational  health,  paediatrics, 
geriatrics,  mental  health,  etc.  Except  in 
the  case  of  general  medical  practice  the 
response  of  the  other  self-employed  health 
workers  is  negligible. 

With  the  continuation  of  closures  in 
pharmacy — and  this  does  not  appear  to 
lessen — the  outlook  for  the  self-employed 
retailer  has  become  serious ;  the  palliatives 
which  are  being  suggested  are  completely 
unrealistic;  more  particularly  the  loss  of 
pharmaceutical  services  throughout  the 
country  causes  anxiety  among  those 
pharmacists  who  possess  a  social  con- 
science. How  much  longer  is  Council  to 
continue  to  ignore  these  closures  and 
their  consequence  on  the  morale  of 
retailers  and  on  the  distribution  of 
pharmaceutical  services? 

The  membership  of  the  Council  is  pre- 
dominantly that  of  the  self-employed, 
whose  wrecking  attitude  to  the  provision 
of  pharmaceutical  services  in  health 
centres  is  preventing  many  of  the  dis- 
possessed pharmacists  finding  employment 
in  these  centres.  The  contract  of  employ- 
ment offered  should  be  on  a  whole-time 
salaried  basis,  with  security  of  employ- 
ment, with  career  and  promotion  prospects 
guaranteed,  and  with  close  links  with  the 
pharmaceutical  services  in  hospitals,  so 
that  interchange  of  personnel  between 
health  centre  and  hospital  can  be 
ultimately  achieved. 

The  provision  of  health  centres  may  not 


cover  the  pharmaceutical  needs  in  all 
areas,  and  thus  it  is  proposed  that  State- 
owned  pharmacies  will  also  be  established. 
Many  of  these  could  be  linked  with 
general  practice  dentistry  or  with  optical 
services  under  State  ownership. 

Thus  our  reply  to  the  question  of  what 
we  can  do  to  get  pharmaceutical  services 
established  in  health  centres  is  that  first 
we  must  reverse  the  attitude  of  Council 
towards  health  centres  and  compel  local 
pharmaceutical  committees  throughout  the 
country  to  accept  changes  in  the  provision 
of  pharmaceutical  services  in  their  areas. 
To  continue  to  ignore  radical  changes 
which  closures  impose  on  our  social  and 
professional  obligations  and  responsi- 
bilities, is  to  acquiesce  to  that  of 
monopoly  by  multi^based  companies 
whose  ethics  and  morals  are  based  on 
the  maximisation  of  profits,  and  not  on 
the  professionalism  of  pharmacy. 

T.  C.  Thomas 
Honorary  Secretary 
SMA  Pharmacy  Group 
London  N3 

Salaried  staff  also  serve 

Too  many  contributors  are  falling  into 
the  error  of  making  ill-founded  prognosti- 
cations as  if  they  were  irrefutable  fact. 
There  is  a  great  temptation  to  do  this 
when  presenting  a  strongly  held  belief. 

Thus  correspondents  unhappy  about  the 
managerial  services  make  comments  such 
as  "a  9  to  5  service,  Monday  to  Friday" 
or  "Queue  and  collect  in  number  order", 
based  upon  belief  or  contact  with  part  of 
the  service.  Similarly  might  proponents 
of  the  managed  service  make  ill-advised 
derogatory  comment  about  the  private 
contractor.  No  good  is  done  by  this 
approach. 

In  fairness  to  salaried  staff  it  should 
be  made  clear  that  a  great  many  operate, 
unpaid,  24-hour  cover  through  on-call  and 
call-out  services,  bank  holiday  and  Sunday 
duties,  without  extra  reward,  in  all  of 
which  they  are  frequently  supported  by 
technicians.  This  is  done  for  consideration 
of  the  patient  who  is  to  them  another 
human  being  with  the  same  emotions, 
problems,  fears  and  irritating  habits  as 
both  I  and  your  previous  correspondents, 
which  last  is  not  I  hope  just  another  ill- 
founded  generalisation.  H.  Mackley 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
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Unichem  profits  pass  the 
£1m  barrier 

Unichem  profits  were  up  by  83  per  cent 
in  1975,  passing  the  £lm  level  for  the  first 
time.  More  than  £\m  is  being  returned  to 
independent  retail  pharmacy  through 
rebate  payments  and  interest  on  members' 
shares. 

Sales  rose  from  £23 -6m  in  1974  to 
£36- lm  and  profits  from  £628,572  to 
£1,151,313.  The  board  is  recommending  a 
basic  rebate  of  5  per  cent  on  all  relevant 
purchases,  in  addition  to  supplementary 
rebates  of  1  per  cent — 3  per  cent.  The 
final  payment  will  be  made  in  July, 
following  the  two  interim  rebates  of  4  per 
cent  already  paid. 

Reporting  the  figures,  managing  director 
Peter  Dodd  looks  forward  to  even  greater 
progress  as  the  country  comes  out  of  reces- 
sion. He  sees  the  most  important  develop- 
ment for  the  organisation  during  the  past 
year  as  the  introduction  of  WOLF  (ware- 
house on  line  facilities),  providing  chemist 
customers  with  instant  stock  availability 
checks  when  ordering  and  detailed  invoices 
with  goods.  WOLF  is  currently  being 
phased  in  to  all  1 1  branches. 

Other  activities  that  enhanced  the  1975 
achievements  were  the  introduction  of  a 
new  counter  sundries  system,  "which  met 
an  increased  demand  for  goods  beyond 
all  expectations",  and  the  start  of  a  series 
of  trade  shows. 

Scherer  expansion 

Believing  that  now  is  the  time  to  invest  so 
that  they  will  be  ready,  when  the  recession 
is  over,  to  take  advantage  of  new  business 


opportunities,  R.  P.  Scherer  Ltd,  Slough, 
have  spent  around  £540,000  in  expansion. 

They  have  taken  over  another  building 
on  the  Slough  trading  estate,  and  trans- 
ferred their  warehousing,  storage  and 
despatch  sections.  The  vacated  area  has 
been  converted  to  a  new  capsule  manufac- 
turing room  with  special  air-conditioning 
to  achieve  a  more  advanced  method  of 
capsule  drying  and  a  new  system  of  batch 
process  control. 

The  new  capsule  room  allows  the  instal- 
lation of  eight  new  capsule  making 
machines  of  which  three  are  now  installed, 
and  others  are  being  built.  The  company 
builds  its  own  machines. 

Compared  with  a  few  years  ago,  when 
the  company  operated  some  18  machines, 
the  present  day  machines  can  yield  up  to 
50  per  cent  greater  output.  The  company's 
capacity  has  therefore  expanded  in  two 
ways — in  machines  and  output.  The  new 
investment  has  been  achieved  by  plough- 
ing back  profits  from  the  last  two  years 
and  taking  some  from  this  year.  Mr  R.  J. 
Collins,  managing  director,  declares,  "We 
have  never  borrowed".  He  estimates  that 
50  per  cent  of  their  output  goes  overseas. 

De  Witt  go  'International' 

After  many  years  trading  as  E.  C.  De  Witt 
&  Co  Ltd,  a  new  company  has  been 
formed  to  be  its  marketing  arm  from 
April  1.  It  will  be  known  as  De  Witt 
International  Ltd,  with  registered  offices 
and  factories  remaining  at  Seymour  Road, 
I  eyton,  London  E10  7LX. 

Mr  L.  J.  Godfrey,  marketing  director, 
says  that  De  Witt  International  has  been 
introduced  as  part  of  the  company's 
planning  and  reflects  De  Witt's  increasing 
involvement  in  export  markets,  where  the 
product  range  now  includes  pharma- 
ceuticals, toiletries,  rodenticides,  and 
insecticides  produced  by  the  group,  plus 
the  manufacturing  and/or  distributing 
rights  of  seven  other  well-known  British 
companies.  "In  all,  we  are  exporting  to 
over  100  markets  now  and  promoting 
sales  in  27  different  languages  or  dialects." 


Part  of  a  new  8,000  sq  ft  warehouse  opened  by  the  Southampton  wholesale  company 
J.  M.  Loveridge  Ltd.  Costing  over  £100,000  the  new  building  is  said  to  offer  increased 
wholesaling  efficiency  and  speedier  delivery  and  it  has  released  space  to  enable  the 
company — with  manufacturing  interests  in  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary  products — 
to  set  up  new  production  lines 
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European  Advocate  General 
rules  on  drug  marketing 

National  drug  safety  regulations  must  not 
be  used  to  protect  marketing  monopolies 
and  higher  prices  charged  by  pharma- 
ceutical companies,  according  to  the 
conclusions  presented  to  the  European 
Court  by  M.  Henri  Mayras,  its  first  Advo- 
cate General. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Financial 
Times  this  week,  the  case  before  the  Court 
concerns  the  imports  of  cheaper  British 
made  Valium  into  the  Netherlands  where 
the  manufacturer,  Hoffman-La  Roche, 
imposes  higher  prices  for  the  identical 
product.  In  the  opinion  of  M.  Mayras, 
"which  has  every  chance  of  being  endorsed 
by  the  European  Court",  the  EEC  Com- 
mission must  ensure  the  establishment  of 
objective  safety  rules  which  would 
eliminate  the  possibility  of  arbitrary 
discrimination  against  imported  products. 

The  FT  report  goes  on  to  say:  "The 
case  was  referred  to  the  European  Court 
from  Rotterdam  where  M.  Adriaan  de 
Peiper,  managing  director  of  Centrafarm, 
is  under  prosecution  for  allegedly  buying 
Valium  tablets  from  CHB  (aerosols),  a 
UK  wholesaler,  and  importing  them  into 
the  Netherlands  without  the  authorisation 
of  the  Chief  Dutch  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tor. To  do  this,  Centrafarm  would  have 
had  to  produce  manufacturers  data  and 
this  Hoffman-La  Roche  refused  to 
provide." 

Booker  McConnell  results 

The  health  and  food  divisions  of  Booker 
McConnell  Ltd  turned  in  a  profit  of 
£252,000  following  a  loss  in  1974.  Total 
company  turnover  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1975  was  £373,975,000 
(£285,393,000).  Profit  before  taxation 
£16,132,000  (£13,947,000),  taxation 
£9,318,000  (£7,329,000).  Proposed  final 
dividend  3  36p  (3  4p),  total  5-76p  (5-4p). 

Appointments 

Lake  and  Cruickshank  Ltd:  J.  R.  Leitch, 
MPS.  has  been  appointed  joint  managing 
director. 

Houbtgant  Ltd:  Mr  Robert  Horlick  has 
been  appointed  the  export  manager  in 
charge  of  international  sales  promotions. 
He  was  formerly  with  Faberge. 

Eaton  Laboratories:  Mr  R.  B.  Kaltz, 
promotion  manager,  has  now  become  mar- 
keting services  manager.  Mr  P.  Owen, 
training  manager,  is  promoted  to  group 
product  manager.  Mr  R.  Blake  and  Mrs 
Maureen  Vero  have  moved  from  their 
marketing  officer  and  clinical  research  as- 
sociate posts  respectively,  to  join  the  pro- 
duct management  group. 

Ortho  Pharmaceutical  Ltd:  Mr  John 
Doyle  has  been  appointed  marketing 
manager,  export  development,  and  will 
have  marketing  responsibility  for  Ortho's 
pharmaceutical  products  in  the  Middle 
East  and  North  Africa.  Mr  Barry  Towers 
has  been  appointed  national  sales  manager 
and  will  be  responsible  for  the  pharma- 
ceutical sales  force  in  UK  and  Ireland. 
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Market 
News 

American  produce  dearer 

London  March  31:  The  effects  of  the 
stronger  dollar  against  the  pound  ster- 
ling are  now  becoming  more  noticeable 
in  the  rates  quoted  in  the  market.  During 
the  week  there  has  been  a  general  mark- 
ing up  of  produce  of  American  origin  and 
also  those  items  generally  quoted  in  that 
currency.  Examples  of  crude  drugs  thus 
affected  included  cascara,  cherry  bark, 
sarsaparilla  and  withhazel  leaves.  Carda- 
moms and  nutmeg  were  also  firmer. 
Curacao  aloes  are  scarcer  and  this  has 
caused  a  slight  firming  in  Cape's.  Among 
balsams  Canada  and  Peru  were  easier; 
lemon  peel  continued  to  fall. 

Some  essential  oils  prices  were  also 
adjusted  upwards.  They  included  patch- 
ouli, Mysore  sandalwood  and  Chinese 
peppermint.  Clove  leaf  oil  was  an 
exception. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg  lots  £0.2131 
kg  for  powder. 

Ferrous  fumarate:  E1.25  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Ferrous  gluconate:  £1.395  metric  ton  delivered. 
Ferrous  phosphate:    In   kegs  £553.80   metric  ton. 
Iodides:  £  per  kg: 


under  50-kg       50-kg  250-kg 
Potassium*  3.61  3.48  3.46 

Sodium  4.71  4.59  — 


*  For  crystals  and  granules. 

Iodine:  Resublimed  in  250-kg  lots  £4.78. 

Iron  ammonium  sulphate:  250-Kg  lots  £0.27J  kg. 

Iron  and  ammonium  citrate:  Granular  £903;  scales 

£990  metric  ton. 

Potassium  acid  tartrate:  BPC  £900  metric  ton 
delivered. 

Potassium  citrate:  Granular  £669  metric  ton  as  to 

maker.  Premium  for  powder  £12.00. 

Potassium   phosphate:   BPC   1949   in   50-kg  lots, 

granular  £1.6746  kg;  powder  £1.4744. 

Salicylic   acid:    BP,    5-ton    lots   £0.89    kg;  1-ton 

£0.92. 

Sodium  acid  phosphate:  BP  crystals  £0.9613  kg 
for  50-kg  lots. 

Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £72.04    per    1,000  kg 
minimum  10-metric  ton  lots  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £142  metric  ton. 
Sodium    chloride:    Vacuum    dried    in    10-ton  lots 
£17.70  metric  ton  delivered  London. 
Sodium  citrate:  From  £581  per  metric  ton  as  to 
maker.  Premium  for  powder  £12.00. 
Sodium  fluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.3071  kg. 
Sodium  gluconate:  Technical  £510  metric  ton. 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  (BP  1975)  in  50-kg  lots 
£0.78  kg;  sticks  (BP  1958)  £2.92  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.8415  kg. 
Sodium   perborate:    (per   1,000   kg)  monohydrate 
£363;  tetrahydrate  £225. 
Sodium  percarbonate:  £304  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium    sulphate:    BP    crystals    per    metric  ton 
£84.60;  commercial  £31.00. 

Sodium  thiosulphate:  Photo  grade  £114.70  metric 
ton;  commercial  £109.25. 

Zinc  chloride:  Granular  96.98  per  cent  £385  metric 
ton,  delivered. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  Cape  £0.96  kg  spot;  £0.94,  cif.  Curacao 
£1.40  spot  nominal;  no  shipment  offers. 
Blasams:  (kg)  Canada:  £13.40  spot;  £13.10,  cif 
for  shipment.  Copaiba:  BPC  £1.55  spot;  £1.50, 
cif.  Peru:  £4.10  spot;  £3.75,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.15  spot. 
Camphor:  Natural  powder,  £5.40  kg  duty  paid. 
Synthetic  £0.65. 

Cardamoms:    (per   lb,   cif)    Alleppy  green   No  1 
£3.00;  prime  seeds  £3.00. 
Cascara:  £800  metric  ton  spot;  £610,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £590  metric  ton;  £585,  cif. 
Chillies:  Mombassa  £755  ton,  cif  nominal. 
Henbane:  Niger  £910  metric  ton  spot;  £880,  cif. 
Honey:   (per  metric  ton  in  6-cwt  drums,  ex-ware- 
house) Australian  light  amber  £480,  medium  £460; 
Canadian  £650;  Mexican  £490. 
Hydrastis:  (kg)  £7.30  spot;  £7.10,  cif 
Ipecacuanha:   (kg)   Costa  Rica  £3.80  spot;  £3.70, 
cif. 


Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £970  metric  ton  spot; 
£950,  cif. 

Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  £8.40  spot  and  shipment. 
Chinese  spot  duty  paid  £9.75;  shipment  £9.25, 
cif. 

Nutmeg:  (per  ton,  cif)  East  Indian  80's  £1,300; 
bwp  £975.  West  Indian  80's  £1,280,  unassorted 
£1,170;  defective  £955. 

Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £825  spot;  £760. 
cif;  white  £1,035;  £975,  cif. 

Sarsaparilla:  £1,320  metric  ton  spot,  nominal; 
shipment  £1,260,  cif. 

Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  forward 
£450.  Caraway:  Dutch  £365.  Celery:  Indian 
£365.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £250.  Cumin:  Indian 
£660;  Turkish  £500.  Dill:  Indian  £180.  Fennel: 
Indian  £440;  Egyptian  £235.  Fenugreek:  £125. 
Valerian:  Indian  root  £810  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £740,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.30  kg;  £2.20,  cif. 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Camphor  while:  £0.90  kg  spot;  £0.70,  cif. 
Cedarwocd:  Chinese  £1.00  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Cinnamon:   Ceylon    leaf   spot  £3.45   kg  nominal; 
forward  £2.78,  cif. 

Clove:    (per    kg)    Madagascar    leaf    spot  £2.20: 
forward  £2.05,  cif.  English  distilled  bud  £24.00. 
Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  from  £7.15  kg. 
Olive:  Spot  ex-wharf.  Spanish  £1,120  per  metric 
ton  in  200-kg  drums;  Mediterranean  origin  £1,150; 
Tunisian  £1,170.  Subject  to  EEC  levy  alterations. 
Patchouli:  £5.50  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Pepper:  English  distilled  ex-black  £67.50  kg. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis — Brazilian  £3.50  spot; 
£3.35.  cif.  Chinese  £3.55  spot;  £3.55,  cif.  Ameri- 
can piperata  £16.00  (Far  West  origin). 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £36.00  spot;  £34.00,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Monday,  April  5 

East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Churchill  Room,  Wanstead  Library,  Spratt  Hall 
Road,  Wanstead,  E11 ,  at  8  pm.  Dr  M.  E.  Burleigh 
Carson  (secretary,  Osteopathic  Medical 
Association)  on  "Osteopathy  today". 
Harrow  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Hillingdon  Hospital,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 
North  Metropolitan  Branches,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  and  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
School  of  Pharmacy,  Brunswick  Square,  London 
WC1  at  8.15  pm.  Mr  T.  P.  Astill  (deputy  secretary, 
NPU)  on  "Hiring  and  firing  in  1976".  (NPU 
annual  meeting  7.30  pm  for  8  pm). 
Stockport  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Ashton 
postgraduate  medical  centre  at  8  pm.  Dr  J.  R. 
Fozard  (department  of  pharmacology.  Manchester 
University)  on  "Hypertension". 

Tuesday,  April  6 

Northamptonshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Saxon  Inn,  Northampton,  at  8  pm.  Annual 
meeting.  Buffet  provided  by  Unichem. 
Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Union,  Board 
room,  Greenbank  Hospital,  Plymouth,  at  8  pm. 
Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  April  7 

Burnley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Ram 

Inn,  Cliviger.  Annual  meeting. 

Edinburgh  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  36 

York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  7.45  pm.  Annual 
meeting. 

Sunderland  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  King's 
room,  Roker  Hotel,  Sunderland,  at  8  pm.  Annual 
meeting. 

Thursday,  April  8 

Lancaster,  Morecambe  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Staff  room,  Boots,  2  Euston  Road, 
Morecambe,  at  7.45  pm.  Annual  meeting. 
Northumbrian  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Gosforth  Park  Hotel,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting  and 
film  "Health  from  the  sea"  by  British  Cod  Liver 
Oils. 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Renold  Building, 
University  of  Manchester  Institute  of  Science  and 
Technology.  Dr  W.  B.  Hall  (Unilever  Research)  on 
"Consumer  research  techniques"  (open  meeting). 
Swindon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Room 
4,  Wyvern  Theatre.  Swindon,  at  8  pm.  Speaker  Mr 
G.  Walker  (a  member  of  Council). 

Advance  information 

Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association.  Annual 
meeting,  Connaught  Rooms,  Great  Queen  Street, 
I   London  WC2B  5DA,  at  2  pm. 


V\festminster 
report 


'No'  to  drug  testing  for 
doctors  and  hospitals 

Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State  for 
Health,  this  week  turned  down  a  sugges- 
tion that  dispensing  doctors  and  hospital 
pharmacies  should  be  subject  to  the  drug 
testing  scheme. 

Answering  a  question  from  Mr  Robin 
Corbett,  MP,  he  stated :  "The  purpose  of 
the  scheme  is  to  test  whether  a  medicine 
has  been  dispensed  in  accordance  with 
the  prescription  form.  In  the  case  of 
dispensing  doctors,  this  would  not  be 
practicable  since  a  written  prescription 
may  not  be  available  for  comparison.  In 
relation  to  hospitals  and  clinics,  I  do  not 
consider  it  would  be  appropriate  to  extend 
arrangements  designed  for  the  independent 
family  practitioner  services  so  as  to  dupli- 
cate the  health  authorities'  management 
responsibilities  for  monitoring  the  activities 
of  their  employees." 

MPs  call  for  help  to 
small  businesses 

About  100  MPs  have  signed  a  motion 
calling  for  the  implementation  of  a  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  House  on  January 
30  which  listed  a  number  of  measures 
which  could  help  small  businesses.  The 
original  resolution  had  called  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his  forth- 
coming Budget  to  alleviate  taxation  and 
restore  incentive  by:  lowering  the  rate  of 
corporation  tax  paid  by  small  firms ; 
reducing  the  rates  of  capital  transfer  tax, 
tapering  capital  gains  tax  according  to  how 
long  the  assets  have  been  held ;  abandon- 
ing proposals  to  add  a  wealth  tax  to 
existing  burdens ;  restoring  the  single 
positive  rate  of  VAT;  lifting  the  £5,000 
lower  limit  of  VAT  to  take  account  of 
inflation,  thereby  exempting  some  quarter 
of  a  million  small  firms ;  and  allowing  for 
the  tax  relief  part  of  the  national  insur- 
ance contribution  of  the  self-employed. 

Fluoride  toothpastes 

Mr  Neil  Carmichael,  Under-secretary, 
Department  of  Industry,  informed  Mr  T. 
H.  H.  Skeet  on  March  25  that  of  the 
total  unit  sales  of  toothpaste  in  the  UK, 
some  85  to  90  per  cent  is  now  estimated 
to  contain  fluoride.  He  added  there  may 
still  be  some  rise  in  that  percentage. 

More  exempt  charges? 

Dr  David  Owen  recently  turned  down  a 
call  from  Mr  Dafydd  Wigley  to  extend 
free  prescriptions  to  all  registered  disabled 
persons.  Not  all  of  the  registered  disabled 
require  prescriptions,  he  explained,  but 
added:  "I  will  be  considering  various  ways 
of  helping  more  of  the  chronically  sick 
and  disabled  when  we  are  able  to  make 
some  further  progress  in  phasing  out  pre- 
scription charges." 
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ENTEROSAN 


RELIEVES  STOMACH  UPSETS,  COLIC 
&  DIARRHOEA.  CONVENIENT  TABLETS 
CONTAINING  KAOLIN  AND  MORPHINE  IN  A  16  TABLET 
TRAVEL  PACK  OR  A  48  TABLET  FAMILY  PACK. 

Distributed  by: 

A.  J.  BOX  &  DRIVERS  LTD.,  32  POWERSCROFT  ROAD, 
FOOTSCRAY,  SIDCUP,  KENT.        Telephone  01-300  3377 


A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED, 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1M  6BY 

Telephones  01-629  3118  3119  3205 

Specialists  in  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 

Automatic  telephone  answering  service  available  when 
the  Pharmacy  is  closed 


pellets  s  MOUTH  ULCERS 


RETAIL  PRICE  26p.       TRADE  PRICE  E2  per  dozen 
Available  from  your  wholesaler 


O.t.C.I 

ec. ml 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMON INE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk. 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.   Tel.  No.  Sedglsy  2537 


MAIL  ORDER  PROTECTION 
SCHEME 

Members  of  the  Periodical  Publishers  Association  have  given  to  the 
Director  General  of  Fair  Trading  an  undertaking  to  refund  monies 
sent  by  readers  in  response  to  mail  order  advertisements  (except  for 
classified  advertisements)  placed  by  mail  order  traders  who  fail  to 
supply  goods  or  refund  the  monies  owing  to  liquidation  or  bank- 
ruptcy. This  arrangement  does  not  apply  to  any  failure  to  supply 
goods  advertised  in  a  catalogue  or  in  a  direct  mail  solicitation. 
Publishers  in  membership  of  the  Periodical  Publishers  Association 
are  making  these  refunds  voluntarily  and  readers'  claims  can  only 
be  entertained  in  cases  where  the  mail  order  advertiser  is  the  subject 
of  liquidation  or  bankruptcy,  where  proof  ot  payment  can  be  estab- 
lished and  if  lodged  within  three  months  of  the  date  on  which  the 
advertisement  appeared.  Any  claims  received  after  the  three  month 
period  will  be  considered  at  the  discretion  of  the  publisher.  For  the 
purpose  of  this  scheme,  mail  order  advertising  is  defined  as:  'Direct 
response  advertisement,  display  or  postal  bargains  where  cash  had 
to  be  sent  in  advance  of  goods  being  aelivered'.  Classified  and 
catalogue  mail  order  advertising  are  excluded. 


Classified 
Advertisements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 
Telephone  01-353  3212. 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday. 


Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appro- 
priate headings. 

Screen  100. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5-00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm) . 

Half  page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm) . 

Lineage  £1-00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5-00. 

Box  numbers  £0-50  extra 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 

Copy  date  4  pm  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 

Circulation  ABC  January/December  1975:  14,722 


Wanted  For  Sale 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 
Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,     rejects,     also  retailers' 
stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0B A.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.1. 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  £1.55  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Minimum  order  6  doz. 
overall.  Cash  with  order.  Carriage 
free.  Price  list.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd, 
3  South  Place,  London  EC2. 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 
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Agents  Wanted  Shopfitting 


Andre  Philippe  Ltd. 

THE  NATIONAL  BRAND  MARKET  LEADERS 
FOR  BUBBLE  BATH  &  TOILETRIES 

Due  to  our  further  expansion  and  development  programme,  we  require 
a  Team  of  FULLY  EXPERIENCED  AND  WELL  INTRODUCED  AGENTS 
to  call  on  all  our  existing  accounts  and  to  develop  further  the  full 
potential  of  the  following  areas  : 

LONDON  &  HOME  COUNTIES 

KENT,  SUSSEX,  HANTS.,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

WILTS.,  SUFFOLK,  NORFOLK. 

Full  Support  —  Top  Rate  Commission. 

Applicants  already  calling  on  CHEMISTS.  STORES,  CO-OPS,  WHOLE- 
SALERS, AND  RETAIL  OUTLETS,  etc.  should  write  in  first  instance 
to  :   Mr.  L  R.  Silverstone — Director, 

Andre  Philippe  Ltd. 
71/71b  Gowan  Ave.,  Fulham,  London  SW6  6RJ.  Tel:  01-736  2194/2397 


AGENTS  WANTED 

Wholesale  distributors  required 
for  new  disposable  urine  leg  bag 
350cc  and  500cc.  For  full  details 
please  write  to  Managing  Direc- 
tor, Box  No.  2394. 


AGENTS  REQUIRED  calling  on 
Chemists  and  Stores.  Evanol  Sim- 
plex Hair  Dyes  and  Colourants. 
Commission  only.  Write,  Evanol, 
Naseby  House,  Elwood  St.,  London 
N5  1  EE. 


Business 
for  sale 

PHARMACY/TOILETRIES.  Opposite 
precinct,  near  car  park,  busy  main 
road,  suburban  area.  LIVERPOOL 
W.T.  £900  includes  £500  N.H.S., 
nearby  10  doctors.  Double  fronted 
shop  property  with  2  bed.  accom. 
Rent  £12  p.w.  exclusive.  Business 
£5,450  sav.  (Dep.  £2,450  sav.).  Ref. 
6245.  THE  SHOPKEEPERS'  AGENCY 
LTD.,  47  PETER  STREET,  MAN- 
CHESTER 2.  Tel:  061-832  7192  (8 
lines)  to  9  p.m. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1975/76 

20  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  cor- 
poration tax,  estate  duty, 
capital  gains  tax  and  ACT, 
for  75p. 

On  sale  now  at  leading 
booksellers  or  direct  from 

us. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co., 
V-  High  Street,  Croydon 
CP9-1UU.-  01-686  9144. 


Please  address  Box  No. 
replies  to  :  Box  No.  ... 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletry  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfittings,  741-743  Garratt  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01- 
946  2291  (4  lines). 

SPAN  SHOPFITTERS  GO  NATIONAL! 

Well  known  London  manufacturers 
of  interior  shopfittings  now  offer — 
1.  Nationwide  service.  2.  A  guar- 
antee that  no  other  quality  fittings 
can  be  cheaper.  3.  Low  deposit  or 
interest  free  H.P.  terms  in  approved 
cases.  4.  Good  discounts  for  cash 
and  special  discounts  for  new  shop 
installations.  We  still  require  shops 
in  some  areas  to  act  as  showrooms, 
in  which  case  our  "Showshop" 
scheme  will  benefit  you.  Telephone: 
01-653  6653  or  write  to  Span  Shop- 
fitting  Co.,  32  Church  Road,  London 
SE19  2ET  for  immediate  action. 

WANTED  URGENTLY  Old  mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings.  We  remove  and 
pay  cash.  John  Derham  Ltd.,  248 
Camden  High  Street,  London,  N.W.1. 
Tel:  01-485  6611. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

ALUMINIUM  SHOPFRONTS  fitted 
complete  to  new  and  existing 
shops  of  average  size  for  £800. 
London  Area  -  Midlands  -  West 
Country  -  S.  Wales.  Signs  avail- 
able if  required. 

RAYMAN  ENTERPRISES, 

Higher  Claw,  Pennymore, 
Tiverton,  Devon. 

Tel.  Cheriton  Fitzpaine  317 


CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemlsers 
£185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
FITTINGS. 743  Garratt  Lane,  SW17 
0PD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 


DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  34B  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Medway  (0634)  55508. 


FYNESTORE.  The  Chemists'  Shop- 
fitter  specialists  in  Dispensaries, 
Shopfronts,  Pharmacy  Planning  and 
all  allied  work.  14  Mimram  Road, 
Hertford.  Tel.  54621.  NPU  recom- 
mended. 


Miscellaneous 


LEICESTER 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Elegantly  displayed.  Super  fast 
sales.   Big   profits.   VAT  at  8%. 

Contact: 
STAR  GEMS  OF  LEICESTER 
160  Melton  Road,  Leicester 
Tel:  (0533)  667800 
Personal  Callers  Most  Welcome 


ORDER  NOW 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1976 

Over    three    hundred    and  fifty 
pages  of  vital  information  for  all 
engaged  in  the  pharmaceutical,, 
cosmetic  and  allied  industries. 
Lists  over  1,800  manufacturers 
Some  9,000  product  and  brand 
names 

Tablet  &  Capsule  Identification 
Guide 

National  Health  Service 

Medicines  Acts 

Value  Added  Tax 

Retail  and  Wholesale  Outlets 

These  are   just   some   of  the 

sections  included    in    the  1976 

edition.  Send  for  your  copy 
today: 


Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London,  EC4A  3JA.  01-353  3212. 

Price  £12  inc.  postage  and 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£8  inc.  postage  and  handling. 


Olney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 


details  from;  olney  brosltd. 
jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

-o  5417-9 


name  &  address 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless  : 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  it  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  it  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  bound  by  ST  ANNE'S  PRINT  FINISHING  CO  LTD,  London  E14,  and  published  by  BENN 
BROTHERS  LTD.  25  New  Street  Square.  London  EC4A  3JA.  Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  newspaper.  12J/19£/36S 
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onemist  &  uruggist  boa 


There's  still 
life  in  the  old 
Lion  yet! 


In  fact  we  get  several  letters 
a  week  telling  us  so- Lion 
Ointment  is  just  as  good  now 
as  it's  always  been. 
For  over  125  years  Lion 
Ointment  has  been  a 
household  standby  for  cuts, 
burns,  grazes  and  other  skin 
problems. 

After  all  this  time  there  must 
be  something  in  it! 

Burgess'  Lion 
Ointment 

If  Lion  Ointment  is  not 
available  at  your  local 
wholesaler  please  send  your 
order  (min:  1  doz  40  ml  size, 
Vi  doz  100  ml  size,  carriage 
paid  over  £10)  to: 
Edwin  Burgess  Ltd 
Hayes  Gate  House 
27  Uxbridge  Road,  Hayes 
I  Middx  UB4  OLF  Tel:  01-848  8521 


NUMARK 


The  National  Trading  Group  of 
Independent  Chemists  provides 
NPU  members  with... 


^  Consistently  low  netted  down  buying  prices  on 
around  2,000  brand  leader  products. 

^   Reduced  administration  -once  weekly  ordering 
and  delivery  and  one  monthly  statement. 

if:   A  National  Promotional  Programme  supported 
by  national  and  local  press  and  with  local  TV 
building  up. 

ifc  An  opportunity  of  building  one  strong  viable 
National  Trading  Group  capable  of  helping 
Independent  chemists  regain  lostOTC  sales  and 
market  shares. 

Telephone  your  local  Numark  wholesaler,  or  Martin 
Edwards -National  Sales  Manager-at  Mallinson  House. 
Telephone  01-886  6544  for  details. 
ICML,  Mallinson  House,  321  Chase  Rd.,  Southgate  N14. 


NUMARK 


Bringing  together  the  trading 
power  of  independent  chemists. 


m> 


REGD. 


THE  BRAND  LEADER 

STERILE  PACKS 
CONFORMING  TO 
THE  SPECIFICATION 
OF  THE  N.H.S. 
DRUG  TARIFF 


IVD 

Vernon  -Carus  Limited 

PEN  WORTH  AM  MILLS  •  PRESTON  -  LANCS.     TEL.  44493/8 

OBTAINABLE    FROM    ALL   WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 

504    Chemist  &  Druggist 
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A  SHORT  CUT  TO 


1111 


Hlfilli 


FROM  FASSETT  &  JOHNSON 


fey 


Fassett  &  Johnson  have  got  together  with  many  leading 
wholesalers  to  give  you  extra  speedy  help  for  your  in-stock  position 
This,  plus  special  bonuses  on  selected  lines  -  as  a  regular  feature  ! 

TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THESE  OFFERS  NOW! 


BONUS  PERIOD  — APRIL 

GROSSMITH  COMPLEXION  SOAPS  14  as  12 

ROSEDALE  HAIRSPRAY  REFILLS  14  as  12 

SO-SOFT  SHAMPOO  14  as  12 

POLLEN  -  B  12  as  10 

WHITE  FIRE  COLOGNE  25g.  12  as  11 

LANALOL  NO.  1  ^  12  as  11 

or  the  equivalent  thereof 


Also  available  from  stock 

Quickies  Cleansing,  Eye  and  Nail 

Nestle  Lite,  Streaks  'N'  Tips  and  Lanalol 

Grossmith  Soap,  White  Fire,  Old  Cottage 
Lavender 

Rosedale/Margo  Hair  Spray  Refills,  Talc, 
Bath  Cubes,  Shampoo,  Splash  Cologne, 
Splash  Lavender 

John  Bell,  Hills  &  Lucas  Frador,  Lotil,  Stop  It 
Wassen  Pollen-B 


SPECIAL  WHOLESALERS 


1.  Brown  Gray  &  Co. Ltd 

Glasgow. 

2.  Herbert  Ferryman 
Ltd.,  Southampton. 
Aldershot,  Portsmouth. 

3.  William  Davidson  Ltd. 

Aberdeen. 

4.Scotus  Wholesale 
Supplies.  Edinburgh. 

5.  BIeasdale  Ltd.,  York. 

6.  Hall  Forster  &  Co.  Ltd. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

7.  Mawdsley  Brooks  & 
Co.  Ltd.  Salford 

S.Richard  Daniel  &  Son 
Ltd.,  Derby. 
Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Chesterfield. 

9.  E.  H.  Butler  &  Son 
Ltd.,  Leicester. 
Northampton. 

10.  A.  V.  Sorge  &  Co.  Ltd., 

Birmingham  23. 


11.  H.  B.  Dorling  Ltd., 

Dagenham. 

12.  Eastern  Wholesale 
Ltd.,  Stratford,  E.15. 

13.  Macton  (South 
Wales)  Ltd., 

Taffs  Wells,  Cardiff. 

14.  L.  Rowland  &  Co.  Ltd., 

Wrexham. 

15.  Ridley  (Wholesale 
Chemists)  Ltd., 

Carlisle. 

16.  Hills  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd.,  Briercliffe,  Burnley. 

17.  Henry  Sykes  &  Son 
Ltd.,  Huddersfield. 

18.  Martindales, 

East  Grinstead. 
Norwich. 


FASSETT  &  JOHNSON  LTD    DAWSON  ROAD    BLETCHLEY    MILTON  KEYNES  MK1  1 JT 


